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Spring Update 

With the spring baby season well underway, we’ve been hard at work 
caring for hundreds of orphaned and injured wildlife from the Ottawa and 

Rideau valleys. With the mild winter that we experienced, we were 

preparing for a spring “baby boom,” but it has far exceeded our 
expectations. 

  
So far this year, we have already admitted almost 600 wildlife patients! 

This would not have been possible without your support. We expect that 
this will be our busiest season yet as we are able to accept more wildlife 

in distress. 
  

We hope you enjoy this newsletter full of stories of our wildlife patients 
and highlights of generous contributions from supporters.  

  
As always, RVWS is available to provide advice on any wildlife 

questions you may have at (613) 258-9480. Our website 
(www.rideauwildlife.org) also provides wildlife information. 

  
Enjoy our Spring newsletter. We hope to see you at our annual Open House! 

 
 

RVWS Open House – Saturday, June 18, 2016, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Drop in on Saturday, June 18 (rain or shine), anytime between 10 a.m. and     

4 p.m., for the Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary's annual Open House. 
 

There will be indoor sanctuary tours (with one-way viewing windows) where 
you can see wildlife being fed, a raffle for Sens tickets, barbecue, kids' 

activities, a photo booth, live bands and more. The silent auction is a great 
opportunity to pick up that special gift for Father’s Day.  

 
Donations and items from our wish list are greatly appreciated, including 

paper towels, tissues, towels, tea towels, pillow cases and flannel baby 
receiving blankets. 

 

The free event sold out last year so be sure to register early on our website 

(www.rideauwildlife.org). If you do not have an internet connection, please 
leave us a message at 613-258-9480 and include your name and phone 

number, how many people are attending, and your choice of a meat or vegan 
option so we can plan accordingly. 

 
While we love all animals, please leave your pets at home. 

 
The sanctuary is in North Gower, 45 minutes from downtown Ottawa. Directions to the sanctuary will be emailed to registrants a few 

days before the event. See you on June 18!

http://www.rideauwildlife.org/
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Wild Patients 

A family dog carried “Alice” the days-old porcupine home 
after a walk in the forest. The family was unsuccessful at 

reuniting Alice with her mother, so she was quickly transported 
to RVWS. With us, she will be provided with the medical care, 

nutrition and enrichment that she needs to thrive and 
eventually be released back into the wild.  

 

 
 

This adult raccoon was brought to us after she was found in an 
illegal leg-hold trap. During her initial examination, we 

realized that she was a lactating female. After assessing her 
health and mobility, we determined that she only had minor 

scratches. We quickly transported her back to be reunited with 
her babies.  

 

 
 

“Carlton” the groundhog was following kids around at a park 
in Stittsville when a concerned passerby called our hotline. He 

was very emaciated and dehydrated, but after being warmed up 
and given fluids, he was eager for his first meal. Carlton will 

remain in our care for several months, until he is old enough to 
fend for himself in the wild. 

 
 

Ronda Rousey, an orphaned raccoon, was named after a 
champion womens UFC fighter because she wrestles with her 

teddy bear most of the day. 
 

 
 

This baby snowshoe hare was rescued from the mouth of a 

cat. He had lacerations along his abdomen that required 
frequent medical attention. Wildlife that are attacked by cats 

can develop serious infections from the bacteria in the cat’s 
saliva, so he was put on a course of antibiotics. After several 

weeks in our care, he was given a clean bill of health and 
released back into the wild.   
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Wild Patients 

 “Eleanor” the chipmunk was found lying lifeless in a 

backyard. After calling our hotline for instructions, the finders 
quickly brought her to RVWS for live-saving care. She arrived 

dehydrated and unresponsive- it is likely that she had been 
without her mother for days. After several days of intensive 

care, she regained her chipmunk spunk. She can be seen in this 
photo enjoying a well-needed nap after a long day of playing 

with her new littermate Alvin. 
 

 
 

 

This painted turtle was brought to us after being hit by a car. 

On the drive to RVWS, she laid eggs in her transport container. 
We quickly gathered up the eggs and prepared them for the 

incubator, where they will hatch in several months. This mom 
had several fractures in her upper shell, which we pieced back 

together and wired in place. Once her shell has healed, she will 
be released into a body of water close to where she was found. 

Her offspring, independent at birth, will also be released in the 
same area. 

 

 

 
 
“Ginny Weasley” the short-tailed weasel was brought to us 

after she was found lying alone on a trail in Orleans. Don’t 
let that cute little face fool you! Despite their size, weasels 

are incredible predators. Baby weasels begin to eat meat even 
before their eyes open, and Ginny was no exception. As she 

grew, she impressed us by showcasing her strong natural 
instincts. When she was old enough, we released her onto a 

property close to where she was found, with no fear that she 
wouldn’t be able to fend for herself! 

 
 

 
 

This big brown bat was found lying on a sidewalk. An 

examination revealed that she was severely dehydrated and 
had a torn wing. Unable to fly and too weak to eat or drink, 

we rehydrated her with subcutaneous fluids. Once hydrated 
and warmed, she regained her voracious appetite and was 

kept well fed and comfortable while her wing healed. Several 
weeks later, the wing had repaired itself (bat wings are 

remarkably capable of self-healing, even when significantly 
torn!). She required daily flight training before release to 

regain her muscle tone. 
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Name:         

 
Address:         
 
City:       Postal Code:    
 
Donation amount: $     
 

Donation frequency:  One time       Monthly (credit card only) 

Monthly credit card donations are processed on the 15th of each month. You can 

cancel this arrangement at any time.  

 

 

 My cheque is enclosed (made payable to RVWS) 
 

 Please charge my credit card 
 

Card number:       
 

Expiry date:      CVV2 Security code:   

 

Name on card:       

 

Signature:        

 

Telephone:       

 

Email (optional):       

 Sign me up for your e-newsletter, full of updates, photos and tips. 

 Please contact me about being a release site for wildlife. 
 

Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary, P.O. Box 266, North Gower, Ontario K0A 2T0 • Tel (613) 258-9480 

www.rideauwildlife.org • info@rideauwildlife.org • Charitable Registration # 82731 7744 RR0001 

To donate online, visit www.rideauwildlife.org • Thank you for helping native wildlife! 

 

Our Wishlist 

 
Thank you to all of our wishlist donors! We are always 

grateful for donations of new and gently-used supplies:  

 
• receiving blankets, towels, sheets, fleece, pillow cases 

• electric heating pads (not auto shut-off) 
• tip-proof pet food dishes and water bowls  

• striped sunflower seeds  
• tissues, paper towels 

• x-large trash bags 
• dish soap, bleach, laundry detergent 

• liquid hand sanitizer 

• disposable and rubber gloves 

Yes, I want to help injured 

and orphaned wildlife get 

back home to the wild! 

Release Sites Needed 

Finding appropriate release sites on private property is about the 
hardest part of the rehabilitation process. Do you have a 

suburban or rural property that you can share with our furry 
friends? Please call us at 613-258-9480 or complete the Release 

Caregiver application form on our website 
(www.rideauwildlife.org/volunteer). 

 

A Day of Giving 

Thanks to a grant from the Community Foundation of Ottawa, 
RVWS is building 20 new outdoor enclosures for squirrels.  

 
As part of their Day of Giving, 12 volunteers from TELUS 

Health inspired us with an afternoon of cage building. Their t-

shirts sported a lovely saying: “Every act of giving inspires 
another.” Thank you TELUS Health! 

 

 

http://www.rideauwildlife.org/volunteer

