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About Us

Fall Update

The Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary, founded in April
2005, is a registered charity (#82731 7744 RR0001). We are
an Authorized Wildlife Custodian for small mammals serving
the Ottawa and surrounding areas.
Our mission is to care for injured or orphaned wildlife and
return them to the wild. Our goal is to increase community
understanding of wildlife and their environment and help
prevent and solve human/wildlife conflict through education.

As of December 10, 2007, the Rideau Valley Wildlife
Sanctuary had admitted more than 275 mammals this past
year, mostly during the spring and summer months. While
this is about the same number as last year, we were a lot
busier this spring and summer with more orphaned
raccoons, who require more intensive and longer care, and
less busy in the fall because we did not see large numbers
of second-litter squirrels as we normally do. The chart
below shows the species and number of animals we
received.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our
supporters, donors, volunteers, summer students and the
caring members of the public who rescued the animals in
need.

Our new logo above, was created by ladeeda design

We hope you enjoy our photo-filled edition fall newsletter.
Best wishes to everyone for the holiday season and a happy
new year.

(613) 558-8210 | www.ladeeda.ca

Species
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Annual General Meeting
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# Admitted
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Raccoon

92

Eastern Gray Squirrel

88

Eastern Cottontail

36

Red Squirrel

18

Woodchuck

11

Skunk

10

Chipmunk

5

Flying Squirrel

4

Red Fox

3

Muskrat

3

Beaver

2

Weasel

2

Fisher

1

Mouse

1

Our Annual General Meeting will be held in February or
March 2008. We will mail out the meeting details in early
2008 to all of our members.
(613) 258-9480
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Wild Rescues

Sarcoptic Mange

Kudos to all of the members of the public who rescued
wildlife we cared for. Most of the animals we received
were orphaned, but the following rescue stories stand out.
“Ms. Muffet” was rescued by a passerby who noticed some
noise coming from a garbage can and found a baby raccoon
sealed in a plastic garbage bag inside. “Muffie” is spending
the winter in a large outdoor enclosure and will be released
in the spring. “Macy Gray” came to us from a homeowner
who heard noises in his attic. After several days of
searching and many holes in the drywall, he found
raccoons trapped between the walls. Macy, the sole
survivor, is cozying up with Muffie for the winter.

This summer, we documented a case about an extremely
sick red fox. After several attempts, the fox was
successfully trapped and brought to our centre. He had a
severe case of mange, a parasitic skin mite that results in
hair loss, crusty skin and emaciation.

BEFORE

Severe cases of mange can be fatal but the condition is
easily treated, if caught in time, with the proper
medication. After more than a month of medical treatment,
the fox’s skin had improved, the hair had started growing
back and he had gained weight. At release time, he bolted
out of the cage, happy to be back on his home turf in
Burritt’s Rapids.

DURING
“Jaws” was rescued from being abused. Following several
surgeries under the care of Dr. Turmel, Richmond Animal
Hospital, his broken jaw and extracted tooth healed
remarkably well. “Jaws,” with a healthy fear of humans,
was successfully released back to the wild.

(613) 258-9480
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The threat from any predator is a good reason to keep your
cats, also opportunistic hunters, indoors. Don’t get me
wrong—I love my cats and have lived with cats all my life
but when they started bringing me wildlife patients to
rehabilitate, they became indoor cats!

GOODBYE

Mikey came to us as a young orphan and because fishers are
not commonly rehabilitated, we were unable to find him a
littermate to help him learn natural fisher behaviour. As a
result, we felt he became too accustomed to humans.
Although we were very sad and regretted that he could not
be released back to the wild, we found him a permanent
home at a reputable wildlife education centre in Ontario
where he will help thousands of visitors to learn about this
mysterious and often misunderstood creature.

“Mikey” Fisher
Whenever we mentioned that we were rehabilitating an
orphaned fisher, the most common response was “Why
would you rehabilitate an animal that kills cats?” Our
response was straightforward: we rehabilitate all small
mammals, whether they are herbivores or carnivores.

OWREN Wildlife Rehabilitation
Course

The fisher is part of the ecosystem and, like every animal, it
serves a role. There are many carnivorous species in
Ontario, including the coyote, wolf, fox, raccoon, skunk,
weasel, lynx, otter, marten, raptors, with the fisher probably
being one of the least well known. The very nature of a
fisher, elusive and mostly nocturnal, means that most people
have never seen a fisher in the wild, a fact that likely
contributes to the myths and fears surrounding these wild
animals. While it is true that fishers will opportunistically
prey on poultry and small domestic animals, pets are not
their primary target and they do not actively seek out
domestic pets nor attack them for sport.

(613) 258-9480

The Ontario Wildlife Education and Rehabilitation Network
(OWREN) is holding a two-day Basic Skills course and a
one-day Beyond Basics course in Vineland, Ontario, from
February 20-22, 2008. The OWREN Wildlife Rehabilitation
Basic Skills Course was designed by Ontario rehabilitators
and the OWREN Board as an essential basic educational
component of wildlife rehabilitation for those who wish to
become Authorized Wildlife Custodians in Ontario or to act
as Foster Care Providers for an existing Custodian. The twoday basic skills course, hands-on lab learning stations and
written exam component are accepted as the equivalent to
the Ministry of Natural Resources exam. The Beyond
Basics course will take a more in-depth view of
rehabilitation techniques and species-specific needs. Visit
the OWREN website (http://www.owrenonline.org/owrencourses.htm) for updates and registration.
If you would like to arrange for shared transportation or
accommodation, please give us a call.

www.rideauwildlife.org
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More Patients
0B

Wildlife Spotlight: Fisher
The fisher (Martes pennanti) is one of the largest members of the
weasel family (Mustelidae). Adult male fishers can weigh between 3.5
and 5.5 kg and are between 90 and 120 cm long. Adult female fishers
weigh between 2.0 and 2.5 kg and are between 75 and 95 cm long. A
fisher’s tail can be up to 1/3 of the animal’s total length. While fishers
often look black from a distance, they are actually a dark chocolate
brown on the rump, tail and legs, and dark brown with silver or gold
tips on the face, neck, and shoulders when mature. Fishers have large
paws with retractable claws and a very distinct musky smell (though
most people won’t get that close to notice!).
An opportunistic hunter, the fisher is omnivorous, feeding mostly on small rodents, squirrels, rabbits, birds, eggs, fruit, and
carrion. Fishers are famous for their ability to successfully hunt and kill porcupines. Fishers prefer mixed forests with very
heavy canopy cover and they avoid large open areas. Almost eradicated from Eastern Ontario in the 1940s, the fisher has
recolonized most of its former range in the last several decades. A recent study in Leeds and Grenville County attributed the
mortality rate of fishers mainly to natural causes (28.6%) and nuisance trapping (21.4%).
(613) 258-9480
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Workplace Day of Caring
On October 4th 16 volunteers from Minto Developments
Inc. and the City of Ottawa toiled on a warm fall day to
build and assemble three large outdoor enclosures. These
enclosures allow recuperating wildlife to improve their
physical conditioning and get used to the environment
before their release back to the wild.

Carleton University’s Charity
Ball 2008
In 2008 Carleton University will hold its 21st Annual
Charity Ball to generate funds and awareness for local
charities important to Carleton's student body. Since the
ball's inception in 1988, it has become one of the
largest and most successful events of its kind in Canada
and has raised in excess of $212,000 for local charities.
This day was made possible through the 8th Annual
Workplace Day of Caring, hosted by United Way,
Volunteer Ottawa, the City of Ottawa and Ottawa
Community Housing. This is a day when workplace and
government employees leave their desks behind, roll up
their sleeves and spend time making a difference by
volunteering at community organizations across the city.
The building materials for the project were funded through a
grant from the Shell Environmental Fund, a national
program intended to make a local difference. The Fund has
granted more than $12 million to environmental projects
across the country.

(613) 258-9480

The Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary is grateful to
have been designated the Ball’s environmental charity
recipient for 2008. The proceeds will help us to hire
student interns for the critical rehabilitation season. The
humanitarian recipient is Rideau Street Youth
Enterprises. The 21st Annual Charity Ball will be held
on Saturday, January 19th, 2008 at the Museum of
Civilization. For more information, visit
http://www.carleton.ca/charityball/about.htm.

www.rideauwildlife.org
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First Auction a Great Success
by Nickie Morgan, RVWS Volunteer
Having never been to an auction before, I was both happy and a bit
nervous about being a part of Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary’s first
auction. Having helped raise donations, I had visions of just standing
around in a room full of people I didn’t know. But what I experienced was
anything but. This was a gathering of really nice, friendly people who
cared enough about wildlife to venture out on a Tuesday night and spread
their generosity to such a worthy cause.
Through the efforts of dedicated volunteers, artists and business people,
RVWS received a much needed helping hand. We were lucky that Codi
Jeffries from Majic 100 is a fellow animal lover, as she volunteered to host
the event. Just as she is on the radio, she was lovely and relaxed (not like
some of us who would rather pick up a snarly baby raccoon than speak in
front of even two people). She was a real pro. Her words of support and
welcome started the night off just right.
I wandered around through a full crowd and had a chance to look over all
the really beautiful pieces of art in the live auction, as well the donations in
the silent auction. Everything from a beautiful mosaic bird house to
Senators tickets was on display for us to bid on. Moving through the
crowd, sipping a drink, sampling hors d’oeuvres, saying hello to folks I
didn’t know—this was fun.
The live art auction started at about 7:30 pm with Lawrence Greenspon as
the auctioneer. He was funny and friendly, kept things moving at a good
pace, helped everyone to relax and enjoy themselves, and kept the bidding
going. And I, being the hick that I sometimes can be, had the idea he might
enjoy a compliment. Thankfully, he was gracious about the “Hey, you
were really quite good,” as the next day on the news, I learned that Mr.
Greenspon is a celebrated auctioneer. After feeling embarrassed, I decided
that we all need to hear we did OK once in awhile.
So, to RVWS for caring, good job. To everyone who helped the evening
run smoothly, good job. To the artists and donors for both the live and
silent auction, good job. To Alex at Café Paradiso, good job. To the
kindhearted people who spent their hard-earned money, good job.
It was a successful first fundraiser for RVWS and being my first auction, it
was heartwarming to see that there are so many people from all walks of
life who care about the welfare of animals.

For more information on the artists and
donors, as well as their contact
information, visit our website at
www.rideauwildlife.org/attr
HU

U

Thank you
Thank you to our sponsors for helping make this event a reality:
76DESIGN / BDO DUNWOODY LLP / C. NAPERT SOLUTIONS INC. / MAPLESOFT CONSULTING / INDUSTRY IMAGES

Sincere thanks to the artists for their generosity and support:
CARRIE COLTON / HEIDI CONROD / SARAH HATTON / LOIS KAPITANIUK / MAGGIE KNAUS / DENIS LAROUCHE / JUDITH
MOORE GALLERY / Y. DONNA RANDALL / ERIN ROBERTSON / ANDREA STOKES / JAMES TALMADGE / AMY THOMPSON /
KATHRIN VON DEHN

Thank you also to our volunteers and staff, Codi Jeffries, Lawrence Greenspon, Café Paradiso and the silent auction donors
for making the evening a great success.
(613) 258-9480
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Our Wishlist
Rehabilitation Supplies

Cleaning Products

Veterinary Supplies

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

towels, sheets, receiving blankets,
fleece
heating pads, hot water bottles
cat litter boxes, cat condos
extra-large pet carriers
pet food dishes, crocks and water
bowls
hamster water bottles
Esbilac powdered puppy formula
rodent block
striped sunflower seeds
walnuts, almonds, pecans, chestnuts,
acorns
apples, bananas, grapes
yams, broccoli, corn, carrots
leafy greens, dandelions

dish soap, detergent, bleach
tissues, paper towels
brooms and dustpans
mops and water buckets
garbage cans
trash bags

Services
•
•
•

printing
bookkeeping/accounting
construction and trades (heating,
electrical, plumbing)

Office Supplies
•
paper, envelopes, etc.
•
fax machine
•
digital and video camera

Call for Board Members

Construction/Caging Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

lumber (2x2, 2x3, 2x4)
plywood
½'” and 1” welded wire mesh
tin roofing
fencing materials
central air conditioner
freezers (energy efficient)
vinyl flooring

Our Supporters

The Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary is looking for
additional Directors to complement its already dedicated
board. The RVWS Board is a working board—this means
that all board members are expected to undertake
additional work, such as finance, grants/fundraising,
publications and education, in addition to their duties as
Directors. Directors are elected at our Annual General
Meeting for a period of two years and are expected to
contribute 4-8 hours or more per month. We are also
looking for a Treasurer to oversee the overall financial
health and performance of the organization. If you are
committed to the goals of our organization, have previous
board experience and are interested in becoming a board
member, please call us for an application form.

(613) 258-9480

disposable gloves
syringes, needles
lab coats, scrubs
incubators, heat lamps

Many thanks to local businesses, veterinarians and
foundations for their support and donations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community Foundation of Ottawa
HIVA Environmental Fund
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Shell Environmental Fund
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
76design Inc.
Dr. Robert Turmel, Richmond Animal Hospital
Grenville-Dundas Veterinary Clinic
Cranberry Hill Animal Hospital
Osgoode Veterinary Services
Ottawa Humane Society

www.rideauwildlife.org
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Volunteer Spotlight
1B

Here are just a few photos of some of our volunteers in action.

I would like to help injured,
sick or orphaned wildlife!
Our work is made possible through the generous
donations from the community, foundations and
corporations. In 2007, the Rideau Valley Wildlife
Sanctuary helped more than 275 orphaned, sick or injured
wild animals, but there were many more that needed help.
With your support, we can help give a second chance at
life to even more animals in 2008.
Name:
Address:
City:
Province:

PC:

Email:
Phone:

Date:

Donation: $
Membership:
( ) Individual $25/year
( ) Family $40/year
( ) Student/Senior $15/year
( ) School $35/year
( ) Life $500
( ) Small Business $100/year
(

) Corporate $1000/year

(

) Cheque

(

) Cash:

For secure Credit Card payments, please visit
our website at http://www.rideauwildlife.org
or http://www.canadahelps.org and search
for Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary.
HU

UH

Mail to:
Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary
P.O. Box 266
North Gower, Ontario K0A 2T0

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US TO HELP THE ANIMALS
Tax-deductible receipts are issued for donations or memberships
over $10.00
(Charitable Registration # 82731 7744 RR0001).

Volunteer Opportunities
Release Site Provider * Animal Care Assistant * Foster Caregiver * Cage Builder * Fundraiser * Construction
(613) 258-9480
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