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Spring Update
With the late winter thaw, wildlife babies were late in coming, but they
came in droves within a few short weeks. The Rideau Valley Wildlife
Sanctuary (RVWS) admitted its first orphaned baby squirrel around
March 15 as usual, but the rush didn’t begin until mid-April when they
started arriving in droves.
We can hardly believe ourselves that we have already admitted 350
animals this year, and it’s not even June! Thanks to your support, this
year promises to be our busiest ever as we are able to accept more
wildlife in distress.
We hope you enjoy this newsletter full of stories of our wildlife patients,
generous contributions from volunteers and supporters.
As always, RVWS is available to provide advice on any wildlife
questions you may have (613-258-9480). Our new website
(www.rideauwildlife.org) also provides wildlife resources.
Enjoy our spring newsletter and we hope to see you at our annual Open
House!

RVWS Open House – June 20, 2015, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Drop in on Saturday, June 20 (rain or shine), anytime between 10 a.m. and
4 p.m., for the Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary's annual Open House.
There will be indoor sanctuary tours (with one-way viewing windows) where
you can see wildlife being fed, a raffle, barbecue (meat and vegan options),
kids' activities, live bands and more. The silent auction is a great opportunity
to pick up that special gift for Father’s Day.
Donations and items from our wish list are greatly appreciated, including
paper towels, tissues, towels, tea towels, pillow cases and flannel baby
receiving blankets.
The free event sold out last year so be sure to register early on our website
(www.rideauwildlife.org). If you do not have an internet connection, please
leave us a message at 613-258-9480 and include your name and phone
number, how many people are attending, and your choice of a meat or vegan
option so we can plan accordingly.
While we love all animals, please leave your pets at home.
The sanctuary is in North Gower, 45 minutes from downtown Ottawa. Directions to the sanctuary will be sent to registrants a few days
before the event. See you on June 20!
www.rideauwildlife.org
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Wild Patients
“Stanley” the red fox kit was found wandering alone in a town
west of Ottawa. After speaking with the people who found
him, RVWS determined that Stanley was likely orphaned and
needed help. Once in our care, Stanley needed subcutaneous
fluids to treat dehydration, and treatment for both internal and
external parasites.

“Mr. Hippo” is the youngest orphaned groundhog to ever be
admitted to RVWS. At just two weeks old, he requires
formula feedings six times a day. He was left behind after his
mother was inhumanely trapped and relocated. He will
remain at the sanctuary until late summer and will be
released within 15 km of where he was found.

These four raccoons were brought to us by a good Samaritan
after their mother was shot by a neighbour.  Luckily, their
rescuer was quick to respond so they were in good health when
they arrived at RVWS.

This painted turtle hatchling is one of two who were dug up
in early spring when a homeowner was gardening. The
homeowner was excited to be a part of their release back to
the wild just a few weeks ago.

“Skinny Mini” was brought to the sanctuary with her four
siblings after a homeowner sealed off the mother’s entrance to
their attic (where the nest was located). The homeowner
discovered the babies almost a week later and, by then, they
were severely emaciated and dehydrated. “Skinny Mini,”
pictured here on admit, weighed just 15g, the weight of a
tablespoon of water. She should have been double that weight.
Skinny Mini and her siblings are now thriving.

www.rideauwildlife.org
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Wildlife Spotlight – North American River Otter
When “Oscar,” a possibly injured North American river otter was found on
a busy road west of Ottawa, the finders immediately contacted our hotline.
Upon examination at RVWS, we determined that the 5-week old pup was
in good health. Because otters are rare in rehab situations and he was
healthy, we knew that his best chance was to find his way back home to his
mother and siblings. So we made the decision to try to reunite him with his
mother.
We knew it was a longshot, and could be a long and difficult process to
find the den and attempt reunification, but we had to try. After arriving on
site, this proved the case with acres of wetlands and inaccessible riverfront.
It was also possible that the otter pups were still in a natal den on dry land.
Nevertheless, Sarah, our dedicated Wildlife Care Supervisor, spent hours
on site keeping an eye out for adult otters and possible dens, all the while
fending off gargantuan mosquitoes and braving a thunderstorm.
Alas, we couldn’t find mom and made the decision to call off the search
after three days, and officially considered Oscar as a patient at RVWS.
During this time, Oscar was gradually introduced to special formula. We
are now searching for another orphaned otter buddy so he can be raised
with one of his own.

Local Knitters Help Wildlife

Turtle Recovery and
Rehabilitation Project
Thanks to a grant from the Community Foundation of
Ottawa, and generous donations from PetValu Kemptville
and Dillon Consulting, RVWS was able to improve
emergency medical and rehabilitative care to injured mature
turtles, and supportive and rehabilitative care to turtle eggs
and hatchlings. A major part of the project involved
upgrading rehabilitation and incubation equipment. Fourteen
durable, high-quality tanks that are designed for reptiles
provide a larger environment and built-in ramp and nesting
area to lay eggs. A system of drains, water lines and pumps to
each tank makes easy work of draining and cleaning tanks.

www.rideauwildlife.org

RVWS would like to send a huge thank you to all of our
supporters across the region who knitted and crocheted all
sizes of nests for our wildlife patients. The nests keep our
patients cozy, warm and dry. Thank you!
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Release Sites Needed
Finding appropriate release sites on private property is about the
hardest part of the rehabilitation process. Do you have a
suburban or rural property that you can share with our furry
friends? Please call us at 613-258-9480 or complete the Release
Caregiver application form on our website
(www.rideauwildlife.org/volunteer).

Thank you to our Volunteers!
Volunteers are at the heart of RVWS — we could not continue
our work without their dedication. Our animal care assistants
work a weekly 4-hour shift for the entire season. Co-op students
gain experience through work placements. Our wildlife
rehabilitation interns, who volunteer full-time (and often overtime!) for a period of three to seven months, gain valuable skills
in wildlife rehabilitation that they carry forward to their studies
and future careers. And, of course, we also thank the volunteers
who help in many other ways, such as fostering, building cages
and nesting boxes, drivers, and construction. Pictured here are
some of our 2015 staff, interns and co-op students. Thank you!

Our Wishlist
Thank you to all of our wishlist donors! We are always
grateful for donations of new and gently-used supplies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Yes, I want to help injured
and orphaned wildlife get
back home to the wild!

receiving blankets, towels, sheets, fleece, pillow cases
electric heating pads (not auto shut-off)
tip-proof pet food dishes and water bowls
striped sunflower seeds
tissues, paper towels
x-large trash bags
dish soap, bleach, laundry detergent
liquid hand sanitizer
disposable and rubber gloves

 My cheque is enclosed (made payable to RVWS)
 Please charge my

 Visa

 Mastercard

Card number:
Expiry date:

Name:

CVV2 Security code:

Name on card:

Address:
City:

Signature:

Postal Code:

Telephone:

Donation amount: $
Donation frequency:  One time

 Monthly (credit card only)

Monthly credit card donations are processed on the 15th of each month. You can
cancel this arrangement at any time.

Email (optional):

 Sign me up for your e-newsletter, full of updates, photos and tips.
 Please contact me about being a release site for wildlife.

Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary, P.O. Box 266, North Gower, Ontario K0A 2T0 • Tel (613) 258-9480
www.rideauwildlife.org • info@rideauwildlife.org • Charitable Registration # 82731 7744 RR0001
To donate online, visit www.rideauwildlife.org • Thank you for helping native wildlife!

www.rideauwildlife.org
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