Newsletter
Fall 2016
Fall Update
Thanks to people like you who make our work possible, injured and orphaned
wildlife are thriving at the Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary (RVWS). We
have already admitted nearly 1,100 animals in 2016. This newsletter gives you
a quick peek at some of our more memorable wildlife patients this summer.
RVWS is staying busy, even at this time of year! The fall litter of baby squirrels
and cottontail rabbits are still arriving, there are many more that need to fatten
up before release and we will have many animals over the winter because they
are too small to release or need more time to heal.
We don’t often directly ask our donors for additional help, but our mailbox is
pretty empty these days. We think that fears of a postal strike may be a cause of
lower donations this summer – about half of RVWS’ supporters prefer to
donate through the mail. Thankfully, a postal disruption has been avoided!
We hope we count on your continued support to provide the desperately needed
formula, food, veterinary services and ongoing care needed for the animals to
thrive. No amount is too small and will make a difference.
Thank you for your ongoing support of RVWS, and helping injured and orphaned wildlife return back home to the wild. We hope you
enjoy our newsletter, full of photos and stories of the animals you’ve helped.
Sincerely,

Linda Laurus
Director

United Way Campaign
United Way’s Community Campaign launched in
September. You can direct your donation to RVWS
by using the standard form, and providing our name
and charitable registration number (82731 7744
RR0001).
While we not normally receive the names of
individual donors, we thank you for helping wildlife!
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Our Wild Patients
This 2-week old cottontail rabbit was caught by a cat and
brought back to its owner. She had a degloving injury on her
back but recovered with antibiotics and TLC. Unfortunately,
almost half of the bunnies we receive are caught by roaming
cats, a completely preventable situation.

This fawn was observed wandering, crying and following
people for 24 hours, indicating that he was orphaned. After
treatment and stabilization at RVWS, we transferred him to
our friends at Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre, who have the
appropriate outdoor pens for deer.

Babe the groundhog came to us after his mother was
illegally trapped and relocated. Here, Babe turns around to
give us one last look before running off to enjoy life in the
wild with his five roommates.
Fiona, an adult red fox, was brought to RVWS after being hit
by a car. She was unresponsive and in critical condition when
admitted, but began to slowly improve after several days of
intensive care. She was released back to the wild in late
summer. Visit our website (www.rideauwildlife.org) for a
short-but-sweet video of her release.

Bear was found alone as a baby on the side of busy Prince
of Wales Drive. Based on his body condition, we believe
that had been on his own for several days. Here is Bear at
his release with a group of other buddies from the same
area.
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RVWS admitted about 40 big brown bats so far this year. This
adult arrived with a tear in his wing. With minor treatment, the
tear healed up. After some flight training to regain his strength,
he was released in late summer.

This juvenile raccoon was found curled up in the middle of a
road. She was dehydrated and favouring her left hind leg but,
luckily, there were no fractures. With fluid therapy, pain
medication and rest, she recovered within a few weeks.
Here are some juvenile raccoons enjoying their lofty den,
suspended from the roof, in one of our new raccoon enclosures.
Dog food is a staple in the diet of many of our wildlife species,
such as raccoons, skunks and foxes. As they near release and
grow in size, we use upwards of 120 kg of dog food each day!

This orphaned baby red squirrel came in with a lung infection.
He is on antibiotics and slowly perking up. If all goes well, he
will be released in October.

Baby cottontail rabbits are notoriously hard to rehabilitate
because they are so delicate. Thankfully, in many cases, we are
able to reunite babies with their mother. These two were truly
orphaned and flourished in our care. Here they are, just about
to hop away at their release site.
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What a Difference Good Nutrition Makes!
These two eastern grey squirrels, while very different in
appearance, are actually the same age. The squirrel on the left,
named Hercules by our dedicated interns, suffered from severe
malnutrition after a well-intentioned member of the public
attempted to rehabilitate him. The squirrel on the right is a healthy
four-week-old squirrel that had been in our care for several weeks.

When it was obvious that the squirrel wasn’t
thriving, Hercules was brought to RVWS where he
received around-the-clock treatment and TLC from
our team. With the proper nutrition and care, this
newest photo shows a much improved Hercules,
cuddling atop of his new roommate.

New Outdoor Enclosures

foraging skills, and get used to the environment before
release.

With the support of a generous private donor and hundreds of
volunteer hours over the course of 5 months, RVWS built a
large outdoor enclosure for raccoons in 2015, consisting of
14 isolated “coondos.” Built on a self-draining concrete pad,
these metal and PVC/wire-clad enclosures are easily cleaned
and disinfected.

This 2016 project, consisting of 20 individual cages, was
made possible through funding from the Community
Foundation of Ottawa and several group volunteer days, with
Pay It Forward Ottawa, Export Development Canada and
Telus Health, as well as the hard work of our own summer
students and volunteers.

Our squirrels are also enjoying bigger and better
accommodations this year as they learn climbing and
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Wildlife Spotlight – North American Porcupine
The only mammal in North America with quills, the
porcupine is a slow-moving creature with poor
eyesight, but well protected from predators because of
its prickly armour.
Porcupines are solitary, nocturnal herbivores. They use
their large front teeth to eat the inner bark of trees. They
will also feed on a variety of smaller shrubs, canes,
wildflowers, fruit and springtime buds. They are clumsy
tree dwellers but may also den in burrows or rock
crevices.
A single porcupine may have 30,000 or more barbed
quills. Contrary to popular belief, a porcupine does not
throw its quills – however, the quills detach easily once
touched by the unlucky opponent. The long white hairs
you typically see, as in this photo, are guard hairs – the
quills are hiding beneath and typically lie flat against
the body. A porcupine defends itself by erecting its
quills, lowering its head, and backing up toward the
intruder with its tail swatting.
The porcupine also uses its muscular tail for balance, and as a tree-climbing appendage or anchor when climbing up or down a tree.
The tail also provides a tactile function, exploring the surface of the tree trunk below.
Porcupines usually give birth to a single porcupette. The gestation period is an incredible seven months (compare that to a raccoon at
two months). Porcupettes are born fully developed and their quills harden within hours of being born. For the first several weeks, the
young remain on the ground, relying on mom to come down from the trees to nurse. Although they can climb at about two weeks of
age and are fairly independent by two months, babies often continue to nurse for up to four months or more.
How do we handle our porcupine patients? Carefully, of course! Porcupines do not have quills on their feet, belly or underneath their
tail so we’ve learned how to handle our baby patients. Though handling an adult porcupine is a bit trickier.
Remember Alice, our baby porcupine from our spring newsletter? Well Alice turned out to have several health problems, including
internal parasites and digestive problems, among others. But you can bet she got the best care and attention, including medications,
fluids under the skin (which can be tricky with a porcupine) and daily tube feedings.
We are happy to report that Alice is on the mend and we expect her to make a full recovery, though she will spend the winter with us
as she is too small to release this fall. Alice, pictured above, also gets daily outings to build up her climbing and foraging skills.

Our Foundation Supporters
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RVWS relies entirely on donations from the public, foundations and businesses to continue our work.
Your support will help give wildlife a second chance at life.

Donor Information
Name:

Date:

Address:
City:

Province:

Phone (optional):

Postal Code:

Email (optional):

 Sign me up for bi-monthly e-news updates on wildlife tips, animal updates and other news

Gift Information
Donation Amount: $ _________________________________

 One time

Donation Frequency:

 Monthly (by credit card only)

Joining our monthly donor program allows us to plan ahead, knowing that your support will help wildlife year round. It also saves on
administrative and mailing costs. Tax receipts are issued for the total donations made in a calendar year, or upon request.
I authorize the Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary to deduct the above amount from my credit card on the 15th of each month. I understand that I can
cancel this arrangement at any time by notifying the Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary.

Payment Information
 Visa

 Mastercard

 Cheque/Money Order

Card #:

 Cash
Expiry Date (mm/yy):

Name on Card:

/

Signature:

Tribute Information
 This a gift  in honour /  in memory of:
Personalized message:

Send card to:

Address:

City:

Province:

Postal Code:

Send your donation by mail to P.O. Box 266, North Gower, ON K0A 2T0
or contact us by phone at 613-258-9480
To donate online, visit http://rideauwildlife.org/donate
www.rideauwildlife.org / info@rideauwildlife.org
Tax receipts are issued for donations over $10.00 at the end of the calendar year or upon request.
Charitable Registration # 82731 7744 RR0001
webform 141201

