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Wildlife patients you’ve saved!
Meet Eenie, Meenie, Miney and Mo, a late-season litter of
chipmunks. Their nest was accidentally dug-up underneath the
foundation of a house under renovation. With TLC from a foster,
they thrived and were released.

Frida the groundhog was brought into RVWS after being found
alone on a bike path. Normally, groundhog moms do not let their
babies out of the burrow until they are old enough to fare on their
own. So, if you find a baby, it probably needs rescuing. Here, a
spoiled Frida is grown-up, enjoying her release on our property and
fattening up for a winter hibernation. Groundhogs are naturally
amusing creatures and a favourite of many of our volunteers.

Poppy, a well-camouflaged weasel, was found in a closed garage
with no mom around. Weasels begin eating solid foods even before
they open their eyes. They are one of the most agile creatures in
our care.

Here is one of hundreds of baby raccoons admitted this year. We
had an unusual number of late summer babies, including this one,
who was too small to be in an outdoor enclosure, but who enjoyed
an outing to practice climbing skills and experience the outdoors.

This is one of three snapping turtle hatchlings who were brought in
early summer because one may have been hit by a car. Luckily,
none had any injuries and were released back to the wild.
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More patients you’ve saved!
This eyes-closed red squirrel was found cold and shivering on
someone’s driveway after they arrived home from work. In bad
shape, and with no mom or nest in sight, she was brought to
RVWS. Suffering from a bloody nose and dehydration, she made a
quick recovery after some fluid therapy, antibiotics and gradual
introduction to formula.

We admitted about 450 squirrels, chipmunks and other rodents so
far this year. Many squirrels begin approaching people after being
orphaned, which is a sure sign they need rescuing. This eastern
grey squirrel was following people at a bus stop. We will be
overwintering several litters this year.

We admitted just over 20 baby skunks this year. Unfortunately,
some were orphaned after the mom was illegally trapped and
relocated, which is one of the reasons that live trapping is
inhumane.

Many thanks go to our foster caregivers, who take care of wildlife
in their own homes. Rabbits, especially, benefit from a quiet home
environment and a single caregiver. We also foster squirrels and
raccoons to make more room in the rehab centre. Here is a photo of
an eastern cottontail at release time.

Since we don’t have an outdoor enclosure suitable for deer (one
would cost upwards of $100K), we transferred the single orphaned
fawn we received to another rehabilitation centre where it could be
raised with other fawns.

We admitted a record 125 injured turtles this year. All hit by cars,
many who had head trauma or severe injuries required surgery at
Ontario Turtle Conservation. We stabilized shell fractures that
didn’t require surgery and released them in late summer. This
blanding’s had a minor road-rash and needed a month in care.
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