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Spring Update: COVID-19 & Funding
I hope this message finds you and your family safe and healthy. During this time, RVWS continues to provide critical community
services as an essential animal welfare organization. We have adjusted to the new reality of COVID-19 by taking the necessary measures
to ensure the safety of our workers and clients.
The current reality has not changed the fact that injured and
orphaned wildlife still need your help! Wildlife are still meeting with
accidents and injuries, and wildlife baby season will not hit a pause
button. Your gift today will make a difference in the lives of wildlife
like three baby foxes who were admitted recently. These tiny pups
were found wandering on their own and neighbors had not seen the
parents for days. At just four weeks old, the smallest weighing a
mere 500g, they surely would not have survived on their own.
With everything going on, our donations have dropped by
nearly 50% and we've had to cancel our annual open house
fundraiser. We recently posted an appeal through Facebook and enews, and we were thrilled with the generous out-pouring of
support. Thank you if you have already donated. This has given us
hope in these challenging times. With close to 500 orphans already
admitted, we still have a long way to go to reach the level of funding
needed to keep providing the continued care to local wildlife.
If you traditionally give by mail, we encourage you to consider moving to online donations, which will reduce our
administrative costs and allow us to make use of your generous gift more quickly. It's easy to donate online
(rideauwildlife.org/donate) with a few simple clicks. Please also consider becoming a monthly donor--this kind of ongoing
support provides us with consistent funds throughout the year, which helps us ensure we have the critical resources to care
for all the critters who come through our doors. You can also use the attached donation form if you prefer to donate by mail.
We are truly grateful to have supporters whose devotion to the environment and wildlife is truly unmatched.

Annual Open House Going Virtual!
As the province remains shut down to group events, RVWS will be
working to increase its online presence to offer virtual events and other
online programming. You and your family can “visit” the facility and get
a behind-the-scenes look at how your donation helps care for the
animals. We will be posting a series of open house videos to give you a
peek into our world, featuring adorable animals, informative dialogue,
and ways that you can help. Stay tuned to our Facebook page
(Facebook.com/RideauValleyWildlifeSanctiuary) for more details.
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Patients You've Helped Save!
This eastern grey squirrel came to us after
falling 30 feet from a roof with no sign of
mom. Miraculously, she only suffered minor
injuries and is doing well in care, now with
several littermates.

Good Things Come in 9s
This litter of nine skunks (yes, nine) was
brought to us after their mom was sadly hit
by a car. Thanks to the finder who saved
them, Prince Charming, Snow White, and the
Seven Dwarfs have a second chance to live
happily ever after in the wild.

One Strong Mama
This adult red squirrel was hit by a car,
suffering broken front teeth and head
trauma. The neurological problems resolved
and we trimmed and monitored her teeth.
Shortly after being admitted, the squirrel
gave birth! Momma and babies are healthy
and happy, and will be released soon.

Cup O' Chips
Five eyes-closed baby chipmunks were found
out of their burrow, a sure sign they were
orphaned. After fluid therapy and once
stable, they were fostered to our chipmunk
guy. They were frequently found curled up in
their food bowl even though they had other
nests in their cage.
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Without a mom...
These raccoons were brought to our care
after a neighbor killed their mom. This
senseless act left five babies alone and
helpless. In our care, they've grown
tremendously and they have a bright future
ahead!

Survivor
This red squirrel was the sole survivor after
its mom and siblings were found dead. Since
being rescued and brought to us, he has been
recovering with fluid treatment and loving
care from a foster caregiver.

A Quilled Encounter
At only a week old this porcupine proved he
could pack a punch in any situation. He was
brought to us after being handled by a dog;
the dog needed a vet but the baby porcupine
had no injuries. Now almost six-weeks old
and with a buddy, they are enjoying warm
days in an outdoor enclosure.

Alone No More
This raccoon was found all alone in a house
that was being demolished. Unable to be
successfully reunited with mom in the midst
of the demolition, she was brought to us. She
is no longer alone, and has bonded with
others her age.
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Spring Wildlife Tips
Springtime brings about more than just beautiful
weather; animals are emerging in large numbers
which means more human-wildlife interaction,
resulting in more animals in need. Visit our website
(rideauwildlife.org) to make sure you have the
information to determine when an animal needs help
and when it doesn't. Topics include:
Why live-trapping is NOT humane!
Is this animal really orphaned?
Common situations with wildlife babies by species
When does a wild mammal need rescuing? And
what to do
Preventing wildlife conflicts
Understanding animal denning behaviour
Using deterrents to humanely evict wildlife
Animal-proofing your home
Choosing an animal control company

Leaving a Legacy
for the Animals
Generosity comes in many forms, and leaving a gift in your
will is a way to support important causes that matter the
most in your life. You can leave a piece of property,
securities, cash, or even a percentage of your estate. Your
estate will receive a charitable tax receipt that can lower or
even eliminate estate taxes.
You can create your own legacy with a bequest,
charitable gift or another form of planned giving, and
know that your gift will create a healthy future for wildlife
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