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Fall Update 

Thanksgiving is a time of gratitude. At the Rideau Valley Wildlife 
Sanctuary (RVWS), we are thankful to you, our friends, supporters, 

volunteers and staff who have helped almost 4,000 “wild lives” since 

2005. We are grateful to the people who stumble upon vulnerable creatures 
and go out of their way to bring them to RVWS for care. We appreciate 

those who make the effort to live peacefully with their wildlife neighbours. 
We are thankful to our friends, who help spread the word and foster an 

appreciation of our native wildlife.  

We know that our efforts are only possible because of the contributions we 
receive from generous donors and supporters like you, and we thank you 

again for believing in and supporting our mission. 

We dedicate this newsletter to the memory of Helena Joan Worrell Nicolle 
(Joan). Originally from Britain and a long-time Ottawa resident, Joan had a 

special love for children and animals. She left a lasting legacy that 
benefitted many charities, including RVWS. Ms. Nicolle’s generosity will 

help hundreds of wildlife at RVWS.  

We hope you enjoy our fall newsletter, full of updates on our patients and 
expressions of our gratitude to our many supporters.  

Linda Laurus 

Executive Director 

 

United Way Campaign 

 
United Way’s Community Campaign launched in 

September. You can donate to RVWS by using the 
standard form, and providing our name and charitable 

registration number (82731 7744 RR0001). While do we 
not always receive the names of individual donors, we 

thank you for helping the animals! 

Order your 2015 RVWS Calendar 

Order your 2015 RVWS Calendar and help wildlife! Each month 
features photos of wildlife in our care and fun facts. Only $20 + $3 

shipping. Supplies are limited so order early by phone (613-258-
9480) or online from our homepage (www.rideauwildlife.org). 

 

 

New RVWS Website 

 
RVWS is pleased to announce that we will be launching 

a new website in the coming weeks. You will find more 
resources, an online donation form, and more photos 

stories of our patients. www.rideauwildlife.org  

http://www.rideauwildlife.org/
http://www.rideauwildlife.org/
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Our Wild Patients  

The Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary (RVWS) admits about 
800 injured and orphaned wildlife every year. Below are some 

stories of our wild patients.  
 

Muriel the Blanding’s Turtle, a threatened species in Ontario, 
was crossing a farmer’s pasture when she was kicked by a 

donkey, losing a large section of her upper shell. We cleaned 
and dressed her wound, and gave medications to alleviate pain 

and prevent possible infection. She will remain in our care over 
the winter while her shell heals.  

 

 
 
Sheldon the Raccoon was found at three weeks old, lying on 

the floor of a storage barn. When he arrived at the sanctuary, 
our examination showed that he was severely dehydrated and 

had head trauma from his fall. After two months of TLC, he 
was able to join other orphaned raccoons from the same area. 

As they are still too small to be released, they will remain in 
our care throughout the winter and be released in the spring. 

 

 
 
Honey the Common Garter Snake arrived in our care after 

being accidently run over by a lawn mower. She had two deep 
lacerations along the length of her body, as well as a number of 

broken bones. We administered pain medication and antibiotics 
to prevent infection, dressed the wound, and stabilized the area  

of the fractures. Now a month later, she is regaining 
mobility, has quite the appetite and is shedding. 

 

 
 

Pepe the Striped Skunk arrived at the sanctuary as an 
orphan. He also had mange, a skin mite that causes hair loss 

and lesions, which can lead to infection and other 
debilitating conditions. Fortunately, mange is easily treated 

with repeated doses of medication over the course of 6 
weeks. After several months, Pepe had regrown a healthy 

coat of fur and added a few extra pounds. He was released 
with two other skunks from his area in late summer. Below 

are before and after photos. 
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When an Ottawa family discovered a groundhog making its 

home under their front steps this spring, they phoned an 
animal control company. Unfortunately, the animal control 

company did not practice humane methods – they relocated 
the adult groundhog and filled in the hole with dirt.  

 
Luckily, the family were animal lovers. They watched as 

babies left behind were able to dig themselves out over the 
next few days and brought them to RVWS. Four of the babies 

thrived and were released in an appropriate habitat close to 
where they were found. 

 

 
 

Whiskey the Red Fox was found on the side of the highway 
with his deceased mother. Both foxes had been hit by a car, 

and Whiskey was left with deep wounds on his abdomen. By 
the time a passerby stopped to rescue him, the wounds had 

become severely infected. Once in our care, he was given oral 
and topical antibiotics to combat the infection, and 

subcutaneous fluids to treat his dehydration. We was 
successfully released within 15 km of where he was found. 

 

 
 

These week-old Eastern Cottontail Rabbits were orphaned 
after a dog found the nest and chased the mother rabbit away. 

The finders consulted us and then monitored the nest for 24 
hours to see if the mother would return. When she did not, 

they brought the rabbits to us where we cared for them for 
three weeks. At this time, the bunnies were fully independent 

and were released close to where they were found. 

 

 
 
 

Crack the Painted Turtle, as named by her finders, was found 
on the highway after being hit by a car. She laid an egg en 

route to the sanctuary, which we quickly collected and 

incubated. Crack was treated for head trauma and a severe 
carapacial fracture, and remained in our care for several 

months before her release in early fall.  
 

 
 
 

Crack’s egg successfully hatched into a fully independent 
turtle, who was released into the same waterway that her 

mother came from, just days after hatching. 
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Patient Spotlight: Oliver’s Story 

RVWS admits hundreds of animals each year and each animal’s 

history and health status is often vastly different from the next. 
When an animal arrives, it is crucial that we assess and act 

quickly to provide life-saving treatment, and prepare a treatment 
plan tailored to each animal. This was the case for Oliver, a 

critically injured chipmunk that was hit by a car, an example of 

a day in the life of some of the patients at RVWS.  
 

Day 1: Oliver the chipmunk was admitted on August 11 with 
multiple injuries. His nose and eyes were caked shut, and he was 

severely dehydrated and emaciated. While difficult to tell in the 
photo, his face was quite swollen, which indicated head trauma. 

He was barely conscious. After gently cleaning up his wounds, 
warming him up and giving him subcutaneous fluids, he was 

alert enough later in the day to take a bit of oral electrolytes 
through a syringe. 

 

 
 
Day 2: After a visit to our vet, Dr. Turmel at Richmond Animal 

Hospital, Oliver was put on small amounts of subcutaneous 
fluids hourly, and medications to help with head trauma and 

infection. He required around-the-clock care. While still very 

lethargic, he woke every few hours to drink a few millilitres of a 
nutritious homemade "smoothie." 

 

 
 

Day 6: After many long nights of TLC by Sarah, our animal 
care coordinator, Oliver is regaining some chipmunk spunk. 

While he still sleeps most of the time, he has begun to eat solid 

food and has the energy to walk.  
 

 
 

 
Day 8: Oliver is a changed man! He's eating solid foods well 

on his own now, but still needs oral electrolytes every three 
hours. Now that he's mobile, we’ve been able to tell that he 

has a minor spinal injury. With no spinal fractures, we hope 
that he will heal over time. Go Oliver! 

 

 
Day 17: Oliver is unrecognizable from the day he arrived. His 

swelling has subsided and, with the help of daily 
physiotherapy, his spinal injury is healing faster than expected. 

While he lost weight at first, which is expected with a critical 
patient, he is back up to 85 grams, still low for an adult 

chipmunk. He's looking so good that we've decided to crown 
him "Mr. December" in RVWS's 2015 calendar. Oliver 

graduates to a larger enclosure with greenery to allow more 
room for mobility and mimic his natural environment. 

 

 

Day 53: After another month of recuperation, Oliver was back 
to normal chipmunk speed and antics, and was successfully 

released close to where he was found. He took off so quickly 
that there weren’t any photos ops.  

 
Oliver’s story is just one of hundreds that RVWS has been 

privileged to help with because of your support. Thank you for 
helping to give every “wild life” a second chance.  
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RVWS Intern Program 

Each year, RVWS selects a group of hard-working, passionate 
individuals for our rehabilitation internship program. Interns learn 

about all aspects of wildlife rehabilitation, including (but certainly 
not limited to!) caring for orphaned young and treating different 

medical conditions.  
 

Interns work full-time for three to seven months, and long hours 
(often past midnight!) to provide high-quality care to each and 

every patient, representing a combined total of 450 person-hours 
each week.   

 
The work that we do is often fast-paced and stressful, and it takes a 

special person to maintain a positive energy throughout it all. Our 

2014 interns were an incredible group of individuals, who we 
quickly came to know and love.   

 
Alex is studying biology at Queen’s University. A bright, 

energetic and wonderfully upbeat person, she was rarely 
seen without a big smile on her face. Alex always took a 

keen interest in monitoring animal health.  
 

Avery is a fish and wildlife technician and studying aquaculture at Fleming College. A big-hearted country girl, Avery never 
hesitated to take on some of the more unpleasant and demanding tasks, a decidedly positive trait to have at a job that involves so 

much poop!  
 

Brigitt is pursuing a veterinary technician diploma and has a keen interest in animal behaviour. Our longest serving intern (at seven 
months), her patience, and organizational and leadership skills were much needed in the often hectic environment of the sanctuary.  

 
Carolyn is studying pre-health sciences at Algonquin College with a view to becoming a veterinary assistant. Her passion for 

animals, willingness to learn and attention to detail made her a terrific intern, and she continues to volunteer one day a week! 
 

Melanie is studying zoology at the University of Guelph. Calm under pressure, and with a contagious giggle, she was often called 
upon to work with some of our more highly stressed and intensive-care patients, especially skunks!  

 
Mhat is a fish and wildlife conservation technician and certified field naturalist. Our resident bird caller, he brought with him his 

kind heart, personable nature and a vast knowledge of all things pertaining to wildlife and nature.  
 

Patrick is studying psychology at McMaster University. Occasionally gracing us with his great singing voice, he brought with him 
optimism, humour, great work ethic and wisdom beyond his years (and unnaturally perfect hair).  

 
Robbie is in his final year of zoology at Laurentian University. An avid rugby player (Go Beavers!), Robbie was often called upon 

to tackle many of the “to-dos” at the centre. Very personable and outgoing, Robbie was always eager to learn.  

 
Taylor is attending the pre-health program at George Brown College in preparation for a veterinary technician program. Always 

looking for things to do, her sense of humour, kind heart and lifelong experience working with animals were a huge asset.   
 

Thank you also to our three co-op students this year, who worked full-time for two or more weeks: 
 

Elizabeth is a fish and wildlife technician, currently studying ecocsystem management at Fleming College. 
 

Erin is studying veterinary medicine all the way down under in Melbourne, Australia. 
 

Stephanie is attending the professional forensic science program at Trent University. 
 

We are so pleased to be able to call each and every one of these individuals a member of the RVWS family. It has been a wonderful to 
work with them, and we wish them the absolute best in their future.   
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RVWS Volunteer Spotlight 

RVWS relies on the help of full-time volunteer interns and weekly animal care 
assistants to provide direct care of injured and orphaned wildlife. Other volunteers 

help in other meaningful ways—fostering animals, releasing animals, building 
nesting boxes and cages, transporting animals, and helping with construction and 

maintenance of the rehab facilities. 
 

The dedication and caring that our volunteers provide is crucial— we couldn’t do 
what we do without them. While thanking all of our volunteers individually would 

add another few pages to our newsletter, I would like to take the opportunity to 
recognize our fosters, and in-centre volunteers, who commit to a regular weekly 

shift for the entire season. Two volunteers in particular, Marg (pictured here) and 
Lorraine, are resident experts at RVWS, having volunteered for the past 8+ years!   

 

Ainsley C, Agnes C, Alicia G, Alicia and Kirk S, Alysa F, Andrea W, Andrew O, Ariane L, Ashley M, Brooke T, Cam T, Caro 
P, Carol T, Catherine B, Catherine M, Chantal R, Colleen S, Cynthia G, Dana R, Danica R, Debby H, Dynika S, Emma D, 

Erica B, Evelyn N, Hanny and Willy E, Jacqueline L, Jen P, Jenn M, Jennifer O, Jessica H, Jessica W, Julia D, Karin W, Karine 
G, Kathy L, Kayla M, Kerry R, Leah B, Liam G, Lorraine E, Marg P, Marilyn S, Mary Jane C, May A, Meaghan P, Medina V, 

Meghan K, Mike B, Mina G, Nathalie P, Nurin M, Patricia M, Rebecca K, Rebecca W, Sam M, Sarah R, Sheila P, Sophie S, 
Stephanie P, Susan B, Tammy R, Tessa L, Valerie F, Yves and Pamela T 

 
 

Our Business Supporters 

We sincerely appreciate the support of local businesses, fundraisers who donated supplies and services in 2014. Please help us thank the 

following for their kindness and support. 
 

Pet Stores 

Global Pet Foods, Bank  
Global Pet Foods, Eagleson 

Global Pet Foods, Strandherd 
Global Pet Foods, Stittsville 

Global Pet Foods, St. Laurent 
Global Pet Foods, Wellington 

Natural Pet Foods Store, Churchill 
Pet Circus, Bank Street 

Pet Valu, Alta Vista 
Pet Valu, Barrhaven Crossing 

Pet Valu, Greenbank 
Pet Valu, Kemptville  

Pet Valu, Manotick 
Pet Valu, Richmond Road 

 

Local Businesses 

Access Rigging Services 
CRS Contractors Rental Supply 

Dillon Consulting Inc. 
Lindian Enterprises 

Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP / S.E.N.C.R.L., s.r.l. 
Richmond Animal Hospital 

 

Corporate Donors 

Adobe 

Eriksson Matching Gifts 
ICEGREEN 

Starbucks Partner Giving Program 
The Co-operators 

 

Foundation Supporters 
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Open House 

Thank you to all the visitors to our open house, as well as the many people 
who brought items from our wishlist. We are grateful to all of our friends and 

volunteers who helped to organize the event and make the day possible. We 
would also like to thank everyone who contributed to our bake sale, and the 

following people and businesses who contributed to the silent auction and 
activities:  

 
Alpen Secrets Goat Milk Products 

Andrea L Sedgwick Photography 
Appalachian Instruments 

Baldachin Inn 
Basketful 

Black Dog Bistro 

Brea Lawrenson 
Brookstreet Hotel 

Canadian Tire Kemptville 
Canadian Wildlife Federation 

Chris Marshall 
Class Axe 

Classical Glass 
Coralie Lalonde 

Corks Winery 
Country Bumpkins 

Creekside Gardens 
Devon Blomquist 

Don and Helen White 
eQuinelle Golf Club 

Escape Salon and Spa 
Ev Nugent 

Finishing Touch Construction 
   Company 

Fiona McKenney, My Steeped Tea 
Gad's Hill Place 

Gillian Trojan 
Grateful We’re Not Dead, with  

     Hailey Kruse 

Habesha Ethiopian  

   Restaurant 
Hansen's Garden Ornaments 

Heat Source 
Holistic Roots 

Inch of Gold 

Jane Lindsay 
Lapetina Specialty Stylist 

Layne Mikoda, Steeped Tea  
Let’s Talk Science 

Lisa Petrie 
Liz and Jackson  

Lois Ruest 
Louisa Christine Bollinger 

Louise and Company 
Maitland Massage 

Margaret Mitchell 
Milano Pizzeria 

Morguard Investments 
Mrs. McGarrigle's 

Myers Kemptville 
Nature’s Scene 

Nayana Bhatnagar 
Out of Ruins 

Paws a Bit 
Penta Plumbing 

Pet Valu Kemptville 
Peter Bryant 

Pioneer Nursery 

 

 
 

R. Rose Automotive 
Ray’s Reptiles 

RBC Private Banking 
Rent Frock Repeat 

Rona Kemptville 
Rooney Feeds Kemptville 

Scotia McLeod 
Scottish Glen Golf Course 

Shannon Peck, Littlest Bird Workshop 
Sheila Alexander 

Shoeless Joe's Sports Grill 
Spa Jada 

Suntech Greenhouses 
Susan Emon 

The Humanity Collective Coaching 
   and Consulting Inc. 

The Manx Pub 
The Sugar Post 

Whispering Hollow Crafts 
Wick Witch Candle Co. 

Yowoolies Farm Shop and Tea Room 

 

Even more thank yous! 

We send a special thank you to everyone who helped out during our numerous 

cleaning and construction weekends. 
 

We are also grateful to our nesting box builders: Brian Stemmler, Gregory 
Melvin, and Hailey Ratcliffe and Tasia Woo.  

 
Many thanks to those who raised funds to help injured and orphaned wildlife!  

 
12 Days of Thanksgiving Let's Go Dutch 

Buy Nothing Barrhaven 
Capital Pop Up Handmade Show 

Cheryl Green 
Doris Waschinski, Hallowe’en Artists’ Studio Tour 

Geek Market Ottawa 
Nahkil Adnani 

Tammy Raybould 
Zen Kitchen 
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RVWS relies entirely on donations from the public, foundations and businesses to continue our work. 

Your support can help give wildlife a second chance at life. 

Contact Information 
 
Name:            Date:       

Address:               

City:         Province:      Postal Code:     

Phone (optional):       Email (optional):        

 Sign me up for bi-monthly e-news updates on wildlife tips, animal updates and other news 

 

Gift Information 
 
Donation Amount: $ _________________________________ 
 

Donation Frequency:   One time   Monthly 
 

Joining our monthly donor program allows us to plan ahead, knowing that your support will help wildlife year round. It also saves on 
administrative and mailing costs. Donations are charged to your credit card on the 15th of each month. You can cancel this 

arrangement at any time by notifying the Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary. Tax receipts are issued for the total donations made in a 

calendar year, or upon request.  
 
 

Payment Information 
 
 Visa   Mastercard   Cheque/Money Order   Cash 
 
Card #:                Expiry Date (mm/yy):   /  
 
CVV2:    (The 3 or 4 digit Security Code (CVV2) on the back of your credit card) 
 
Name on Card:         Signature:        
 

 

Tribute Information 

 This a tribute gift  in honour /  in memory of:           
 
Personalized message:              

               

Send card to:         Address:         

City:         Province:      Postal Code:     

Send your donation by mail to P.O. Box 266, North Gower, ON K0A 2T0, by fax to 613-258-1113 
or contact us by phone at 613-258-9480, www.rideauwildlife.org, or nfo@rideauwildlife.org 

 
To donate online, visit: http://rideauwildlife.org 

Tax receipts are issued for donations over $10.00 at the end of the calendar year or upon request. 

Charitable Registration # 82731 7744 RR0001 

http://www.rideauwildlife.org/

