DOUBLE YOUR DONATION

_B Rideau Valley Newsletter
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY Fall 2017

Fall update

The Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary (RVWS) would like to thank everyone
who have made it possible to help injured and orphaned wildlife be
rehabilitated and released back to their natural habitat.

We have admitted more than 1,500 animals so far this year (compared with
1,200 in all of 2016) and babies continue to arrive. With the weather woes this
summer, natural foods were late in maturing, which likely resulted in a late fall
birthing season for squirrels, rabbits and other species.

RVWS has never been this busy at this time of year! We will likely have a slew of
overwinter animals because many will be too small to release before the cold

weather arrives.

To help with the increasing number of animals and the care they need, two

generous donors have pledged $5,000 each in matching gifts for all donations made during our fall fundraising campaign. Your gift will

go twice as far! We hope we count on your continued support to provide the formula, food, veterinary services and ongoing care needed

for the animals to thrive and make it back to the wild. If you would like to take advantage of this opportunity, you can make a gift online at

https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/ or by mail with the donation slip on the last page of this newsletter

Thank you again for your ongoing support of RVWS, and helping injured and orphaned wildlife. We hope you enjoy our newsletter, full of

stories, and before and after photos of the animals you have helped save.

United Way Campaign



https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/

Where are they now?

Eastern Coyote

Wiley the coyote, admitted last
November with a severe case of
mange, infections and a fractured
pelvis, made his great escape back to
the wild in March. From start to finish,

the release lasted about 5 seconds!

Eastern Grey Squirrel

Darla was one of our over-winter
patients. She came to RVWS as a late-
season orphan in 2016, and was not
old enough to be released in the fall.
Here she is at her spring release site,
making friends with a wild neighbour.

Common Raccoon

Donna was orphaned when a wildlife
control company excluded a mother
raccoon from an attic. The mother
returned for three of the four babies.
Donna and her roomies were released
at the end of August in a rural forest.

Striped Skunk

Alfalfa was admitted this spring with a
severe case of mange; she was almost
completely bald. She received four
antiparasitic treatments and her fur
began to grow back. She was back to
her furry self and released in late

sumimer.

Red Squirrel

Skittles came to us as a newborn
orphan, weighing a mere 10 g. Now at
70 g, and with several buddies to keep
her company, she should be ready for
release in a few weeks.
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Snowshoe Hare

These orphaned hares were raised by
one of our foster caregivers, Tammy, a
bunny whisperer. Unlike their
cottontail cousins, hares are born fully
furred, eyes open and mobile. The
second photo shows them on release
day.

Striped Skunk

These skunks were orphaned when
their mom was illegally trapped and
relocated by a wildlife control
company. On release day, we often see
them digging for insects before they
fully leave the carrier.

Red Squirrel

We had an unusually large number of
red squirrels admitted this fall. Jim
(Beam) and Jack (Daniels) were found
in an LCBO parking lot. The second
photo from a few weeks ago shows
them big and healthy.

Painted Turtle

We admitted more than 60 injured
turtles this year, almost all of them hit
by cars. This painted turtle, found on
the shoulder of Hwy 416, required a
straightforward repair to enable his
shell to fuse. He was released in late
September.

More Red Squirrels

This litter of 8 red squirrel orphans
arrived in mid-August. They required
intensive medical care over several
days to stabilize them. Now weaned
and in a large outdoor enclosure, they
are getting used to the environment
before release in a few weeks.
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Sometimes, it takes a
village

Pines Wildlife Centre
for advice, as we had

Sometimes, it takes the cooperation of

many kind people to save a single wild life.
This is perhaps best illustrated by the never received such a
traumatic start to this fawn’s life, but young fawn. Yet
which ends on a happy note. another volunteer

driver transported the
In late May, OPP officers responded to a fawn that night to
call from a member of the public who Sandy Pines in
reported a white-tailed deer hit by a car. Napanee, who had the critical colostrum
for the baby’s first feed, as well as the

housing for his long-term care.

Arriving on scene, the officers realized the
doe was giving birth and assisted in the
delivery.

The people who support wildlife rehab
Sadly, the mother did not survive. centres and the team of people who came
However, the fawn seemed uninjured and
was brought back to the Perth OPP station

to keep warm. One of our volunteer

together that one eventful day helped save
this baby fawn’s life. We are happy to
report that he is thriving with his herd
drivers transported the fawn from Perth to mates and will be released this fall.
RVWS.

RVWS works with other wildlife centres in
RVWS animal care staff worked to warm Ontario (and beyond) to share
information and advice, and sometimes

and hydrate the baby, while our hotline

staff contacted our friends at the Sandy transfer wildlife to those centres that have

the specialized veterinary expertise and
facilities that RVWS, as yet, does not have.

Specialized enclosures to care year-round
for fawns, aquatic mammals and other
species are on our wishlist. These are
capital-intensive projects and we still need
to focus on stable funding for general
operations. Every year, we plan a project
to increase our capacity to help our
community’s wildlife. This year, we are
grateful for the support of a grant from the
Summerlee Foundation to build an
outdoor coyote enclosure.

Wildlife Spotlight: Big Brown Bat

A bat’s ability for acrobatic aerial manoeuvring, together with echolocation, makes it a
formidable insect hunter. There are eight species of bats in Ontario, four of which are

endangered.

The Big Brown Bat, which is not endangered, is the most common species that comes into
our care. Big brown bats often roost and hibernate in buildings, rather than caves, so are
more likely to be found when sick or injured. They can be recognized by their black
leathery ears and wings, dark brown fur on their back and paler brown/blonde fur on their
stomach.

This bat, found in a building under renovation, was emaciated and had red tuck tape stuck
to his belly and wings, making him unable to fly. We gently removed the tape with
tweezers after softening the adhesive with drops of baby oil. He then needed a bath to
remove the oil. After several weeks, the bat gained some much-needed weight and passed a
flight test. He was released in September.




Foster Program

Through the help of funding from the The project consisted of
Community Foundation of Ottawa, creating formal manuals, a
RVWS started a full foster program in training program, and
2016. It creates a unique opportunity for processes for volunteer
foster volunteers to raise orphaned selection, and project
wildlife in their own homes like we do in management and evaluation.
the centre. RVWS provides fosters with The project also funded new
supplies, training, oversight and ongoing caging and supplies.
support.

We completed preparations
Foster volunteers enable us to admit more in 2016 and recruited new
orphans than would otherwise be possible, fosters. In 2017, we expanded the
giving more wildlife a chance at survival. program and recruited about 35
RVWS occasionally reaches capacity families who helped more than 225
during the wildlife rehabilitation season animals, such as squirrels, chipmunks,
due to time, space and resource rabbits and raccoons.
limitations.

If you would like to join our foster

Also, by housing animals in a room not program, please visit our website at
used by the household, fosters are also http://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-
able to provide one-on-one specialized involved/volunteer2/call.

care and a quiet environment for sensitive

species, such as cottontail rabbits.

Share Community Program

For the second year in a row, RVWS was lucky to have the help of volunteers from the
Share Community Program.

This program was started in September 2015 for people of all ages in the Ottawa area.
They offer programs for people with special needs in many areas, at their skill level and
ability. It is adaptable to individuals with a variety of exceptional abilities and needs. They
offer individuals the chance to reach and excel beyond one's goals, to justify one's

existence and be a part of the whole, and to be recognized as a valued entity of our
communities.

Volunteers helped with much-needed support, such as building and decorating nesting
boxes, and cleaning and organizing hundreds of cages. It was always a fun and productive

day.

You can find out more about the Share Community Program on their website at

https://www.sharecommunityprogram.com/ or on their Facebook page at

https://www.facebook.com/sharecommunityprogram.
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2017 Open House

Our annual Open House was held on June 3-4, coinciding with Doors Open

Ottawa. The sun held out until late Sunday afternoon and helped us to welcome
more than 1,500 visitors. Tours of the wildlife centre were the highlight of the
event, together with displays, a barbeque, bake sale, kids’ zone, and silent
auction. Back by popular demand, Grateful We're

Not Dead entertained guests with their classic

country, rock and blues tunes.

We would like to send a huge thank-you to all of the
weekend’s volunteers, and the generosity of our
supporters and guests. Our guests raised almost
$15,000 for the animals!

We are grateful to the following local businesses and
individuals who generously donated items for our silent auction.

1890 - Natural Bath Co. Grey Art Glass .
Andrea L Sedgwick Photography Gwendolyn Calderwood Paramount Prop.erues
. Pet Valu Kemptville

BaaBaa Bundles Jerome Family ‘
Becky Gervais Hansen Ornaments Pioneer Nursery
Bette Ross Home Hardware Kemptville Plane Nl.ltz .
Bowring J.D. Adam Kitchen Co RB Heating Climate Care
Canal Gallery and Frame Shop Jac's Boutique RfebelPetal .
Canadian Tire Kemptville Kate's Treats and Treasures R%deau Creek Landing
Chaiya Decor Knock Knock Shoppe Rideau Woodland Ramble
Choice Vintners Krysaria Radmore-Getz, RMT Rock My Hou.se
Class Axe Guitars Lasting Impressions Gifts Rona Kemptville
Connie Groom Lisa Ortlieb Rooney Feeds‘
Coralie Lalonde Little Ray’s Reptiles Spa Sans Souci
Diana Fisher Lovesong Fine Arts Susan Bools
eQuinelle Golf Club Maitland Massage Therapy Tanda Shoes
Forge and Fables Manotick Nails Terry Puerstl
FunHaven Morguard Investment Ltd The Heat Source
Georgia Carpet Mrs. McGarrigle's Th‘f Table
Giant Tiger Kemptville My Vintage Revamped wav1ce the 1.3un .Games

i . Vinyl Destination
Gingko Tree Myers Kemptville / :
Good Night Bed Company Oh La De Da W.hlSﬂ? Post Al?tlflues
Grateful We're Not Dead Out of Ruins Wild Birds Unlimited

A , ,
Community Fondation Ontario Y‘ﬂ Fondation
Foundation of ( é ) communautaire Trillium A L4 Trillium
Ottawa d'Ottawa Foundation -~ \/ de I'Ontario

An agency of the Government of Ontario.
Un organisme du gouvernement de I'Ontario.

For good...forever  Le bien...toujours
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Thank you to our staff and
volunteers!

The tireless dedication of our staff and volunteers is astounding — we could not
continue to help so many animals without their enthusiasm and commitment.
Wildlife rehabilitation interns, who volunteer full-time (and often over-time!) for a
period of three to seven months are instrumental to the health of the animals.
Interns gain valuable skills in wildlife rehabilitation that they carry forward in their

studies and future careers. Co-op students gain experience through work

placements.
Thank you to our 2017 summer students, funded . . . .
through the Canada Summer Jobs program. The Our animal care assistants work a weekly 4-hour shift for the entire season. We
positions included shift leaders, administrative certainly cannot do without the help of volunteers who help in many other ways,

assistants, construction and maintenance, event

coordinator and fundraising assistant. such as fostering, building cages and nesting boxes, transporting animals and

supplies, and administration. Thank you!

S
Our Business Supporters

We sincerely appreciate the support of local pet stores and businesses that donated supplies and services, or provided substantial discounts
in 2017. Please help us thank the following for their kindness and support.

Global Pet Foods, Bank Pet Valu, Greenbank The Pampered Pet

Global Pet Foods, Eagleson Pet Valu, Innes The Pet Shoppe, Bank

Global Pet Foods, Strandherd Pet Valu, Kemptville Billings Bridge Animal Hospital

Global Pet Foods, Wellington Pet Valu, Manotick Ottawa-Carleton Veterinary Emergency
March Road Pet Food & Grooming Pet Valu, Merivale Hospital

Pet Valu, Alta Vista Pet Valu, Montreal Rd Ottawa Humane Society

Pet Valu, Beechwood Pet Valu, Richmond Produce Depot

Pet Valu, Gloucester Pet Valu, Richmond Rd Richmond Animal Hospital

Can you share your expertise?




It’s release time!

It is the best time of year! Releasing animals that we’ve taken care of for
months, animals that arrived close to death and were revived after days of
instensive care, animals that just needed a little helping hand....release
time is the best part of this job. Releasing animals back to the wild, seeing
them in their element literally delighted, curious, exploring, climbing,
eating is almost indescribable. Our supporters make this possible.

We often invite our volunteers to join us on releases so they can witness

the culmination of their hard work. There is rarely a dry eye in the house. After so
many years in this business, I am still getting teary-eyed as I write this.

Of course, it is also bittersweet as we wonder and hope that they fare well back in
their wild world. But 'm convinced they do well: raccoons immediately forage in a
pond or the mud, eating who knows what; skunks always dig for insects as soon as
they are out of the carrier; squirrels start munching on sap and lichen in the tree
they’ve been released in; rabbits stop in their tracks to eat a bit of clover.

Thank you for helping us to make this happen. Sincerely, Linda (Founder)

n Rideau Valley Please MATCH my gift and
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY M  DouBLE MY DONATION!
North Gower, ON KoA 2To

Please accept my []single gift [] monthly gift (credit card only)

NAME
[ s100 [] $s50 [ s25 [] other$
ADDRESS PROV e [] My cheque is enclosed [CJcharge my credit card
TELEPHONE DATE CARD NUMBER EXPIRY
EMAIL (OPTIONAL) NAME ON CARD
Sign me up for e-news, full of updates, photos and tips. We will never share
or sell your contact information with anyone. SIGNATURE

Prefer to donate online? Visit www.rideauwildlife.org
Have questions or need help? Email info@rideauwildlife.org or call 613-258-9480 THANK YOU for making a difference and giving wildlife a second chance!



