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Fall update

Hats off to everyone who helped needy wildlife this
season—from people who went out of their way to
rescue animals in distress, to our volunteers and
interns who spent countless hours caring for babies
and, of course, our donors for providing the needed
supplies for their care. Thank you to everyone who
made it possible to save injured and orphaned
wildlife and give them a second chance at life in the
wild.

We have admitted more than 900 wild mammals and
reptiles so far this year, and animals continue to
arrive almost every day. We didn’t have as many
spring litter squirrels this year, likely the result of the
hot dry summer last year, the hard winter and late

spring. But baby rabbits kept us hopping, as did the

late season, second litter of squirrels and chipmunks,
and some very late-born raccoons.

It is release time for many wildlife in our care, which is the best part of our job. But we have a lot of animals this year who will be too small
to release so will spend the winter with us.

We hope we can count on your continued support to ensure our overwinter and new patients receive the priority care, nutritious food and
formula, and expert veterinary care for them to thrive. The winter is also the busiest time for bats, who wake up during hibernation, and
need intensive care to treat dehydration and emaciation.

As you may know, we rely entirely on grants and donations to continue our work. You can make a gift online at

https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/ or by mail to P.O. Box 266, North Gower KOA 2T0. Donations are tax deductible and receipts are
issued early in the new year. Thank you for making a difference in the lives of vulnerable wildlife, who otherwise have no hope.

United Way Campaign
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Wildlife patients you’ve saved!

Meet Eenie, Meenie, Miney and Mo, a late-season litter of
chipmunks. Their nest was accidentally dug-up underneath the
foundation of a house under renovation. With TLC from a foster,
they thrived and were released.
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Poppy, a well-camouflaged weasel, was found in a closed garage
with no mom around. Weasels begin eating solid foods even before
they open their eyes. They are one of the most agile creatures in
our care.

This is one of three snapping turtle hatchlings who were brought in
early summer because one may have been hit by a car. Luckily,
none had any injuries and were released back to the wild.

Frida the groundhog was brought into RVWS after being found
alone on a bike path. Normally, groundhog moms do not let their
babies out of the burrow until they are old enough to fare on their
own. So, if you find a baby, it probably needs rescuing. Here, a
spoiled Frida is grown-up, enjoying her release on our property and
fattening up for a winter hibernation. Groundhogs are naturally
amusing creatures and a favourite of many of our volunteers.

Here is one of hundreds of baby raccoons admitted this year. We
had an unusual number of late summer babies, including this one,
who was too small to be in an outdoor enclosure, but who enjoyed
an outing to practice climbing skills and experience the outdoors.
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More patients you’ve saved!

This eyes-closed red squirrel was found cold and shivering on
someone’s driveway after they arrived home from work. In bad
shape, and with no mom or nest in sight, she was brought to
RVWS. Suffering from a bloody nose and dehydration, she made a
quick recovery after some fluid therapy, antibiotics and gradual
introduction to formula.

We admitted about 450 squirrels, chipmunks and other rodents so
far this year. Many squirrels begin approaching people after being
orphaned, which is a sure sign they need rescuing. This eastern
grey squirrel was following people at a bus stop. We will be
overwintering several litters this year.

We admitted just over 20 baby skunks this year. Unfortunately,
some were orphaned after the mom was illegally trapped and
relocated, which is one of the reasons that live trapping is
inhumane.
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Many thanks go to our foster caregivers, who take care of wildlife
in their own homes. Rabbits, especially, benefit from a quiet home
environment and a single caregiver. We also foster squirrels and
raccoons to make more room in the rehab centre. Here is a photo of
an eastern cottontail at release time.

Since we don’t have an outdoor enclosure suitable for deer (one
would cost upwards of $100K), we transferred the single orphaned
fawn we received to another rehabilitation centre where it could be
raised with other fawns.

We admitted a record 125 injured turtles this year. All hit by cars,
many who had head trauma or severe injuries required surgery at
Ontario Turtle Conservation. We stabilized shell fractures that
didn’t require surgery and released them in late summer. This
blanding’s had a minor road-rash and needed a month in care.
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Found a bat during the winter?

Eight species of these nocturnal creatures live in Ontario, four of which
are endangered. The Big Brown Bat, which is not endangered, is the most
common species that comes into our care. Big brown bats often roost and
hibernate in buildings, rather than caves, so are more likely to be found
when sick, injured or out of hibernation. They can be recognized by their
black leathery ears and wings, dark brown fur on their back and paler
brown/blonde fur on their stomach.

Bats can awaken from hibernation, often due to extreme temperature
fluctuations, and somehow find their way from an attic into a building. If
you find a bat during the winter, it needs rescuing.

Call RVWS or visit our website (http://www.rideauwildlife.org/orphaned-
or-injured-wildlife/bats) for tips on capturing a bat. Remember that bats

can carry rabies so never handle a bat without heavy gloves.

[
Our business supporters

We sincerely appreciate the support of local pet stores and businesses that donated supplies and services, or provided substantial discounts
in 2019. Please help us thank the following for their kindness and support.

B&H Your Community Grocer Pet Valu, Greenbank
Global Pet Foods, Bank Pet Valu, Greenbank
Global Pet Foods, Hunt Club Pet Valu, Kemptville

Global Pet Foods, Robertson Pet Valu, Merivale
Hallmark Housekeeping Pet Valu, Richmond
Healthy Pets Boutique, Kemptville Pet Valu, Richmond Rd
March Road Pet Food & Grooming Produce Depot, Merivale
Ottawa Citizen Ren’s Pets, Kanata

Pet Valu, Alta Vista Richmond Animal Hospital

Welcome to our new board members

RVWS welcomed six new board members this spring to oversee the organization and build upon its strategic direction for the years to
come. Our working board members will contribute their respective areas of expertise, ranging from law, to accounting, veterinary sciences,
animal biology and project management. Current board members include:

Robyn Barabash, Hon. B.Sc., ].D. (Secretary) Rob Lorbetski, CPA, CA (Treasurer)
Matthew Ford, B.Sc, M.Sc (Director) William Skorupinski, CEM (Vice-chair)
Susan Henry (Chair) Madelaine Thurston, Hon. B.Sc., ].D. (Director)

Armando Heriazon, D.VM., EE.PI, M.SC., PH.D.,
M.B.A. (Director)
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New resource centre

Thanks to grants from the Community Foundation of Ottawa and Lush
Handmade Cosmetics, RVWS built a new three-season, screened-in gazebo
to serve as a future resource centre. Beginning next spring, we'll be able to
host groups for presentations and volunteer events, overlooking the
tranquility at RVWS. The resource centre will have interactive display panels,
a large-screen monitor for presentations, and a hands-on vegetable garden to

help feed our wildlife patients.

Pictured here are Mike, a board member, and volunteers Bruce and Danielle
who put the finishing touches on making sure there is accessible access to the

resource centre.

It takes a village

There are so many people we need to thank who allow RVWS to continue
its work and be able to care for the hundreds of wildlife we admit every
year.

Our weekly animal care volunteers commit to a regular 4-hour shift every
week for the entire season; fosters care for vulnerable wildlife in their own
homes to make room for more at the rehab centre; interns, often in
animal-related studies, volunteer full-time for three months or more; and
summer students, funded through the Canada Summer Jobs program,
provide experience in their fields of expertise.

Other volunteers also offer up their time to help with construction
projects, transporting animals and more. Pictured here are some of our
interns and summer students.

Our Wishlist

facial tissues, paper towels

o dish towels, receiving blankets, fleece, large towels,
pillow cases

o striped sunflower seeds

e nuts in shell (almonds, filberts, walnuts)

e fruits (apples, bananas, berries)

o fish, crickets, earthworms and mealworms

e natural foods (black walnuts, acorns, green pinecones)

e large plastic rabbit cages

e large tip-proof pet food crocks

e syringes and needles (all sizes)

e  printing services
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2019 Open House

Our annual Open House was held on June 1-2, coinciding
with Doors Open Ottawa. We welcomed more than 1,350
visitors. Tours of the wildlife centre were the highlight of the
event, together with displays, a barbeque, bake sale, kids’

zone, and silent auction.

We would like to send a huge thank-you to all of the
weekend’s volunteers, and the generosity of our supporters
and guests. You raised about $11,000 for the animals!

We are grateful to the following local businesses and
individuals who generously donated items for our silent

auction,

Jerome Photography
Susan Cartwright
Stonebridge Golf Course
Ingenium (Canada's Museums of
Science and Innovation)
William Skorupinski
Love Song Fine Arts

Fun Haven

Morguard Investments
Tracy McGregor

Stuart Musson

Scott Turner

Christine Bolt
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Best Buy Kanata

Great Hobbies

Whistle Post Antiques

Myers Kemptville

Global Pet Foods

Andrea L Sedgwick Photography

Canadian Tire Kemptville

Deschenes Poitras Dental Centre

MARKED Paintball, Airsoft & Laser
Tag

Maitland Massage

The Heat Source

Pioneer Nursery

Kemptville Physiotherapy
Justin Van Koughnett
Tails and Trails Country Pet Resort
J.D. Adam

Black and McDonald
Homes4Wildlife

Cathy Ford

Myers Ottawa

Cabelas

Wild Birds Unlimited
Ron Ainger

Appellation Instruments
Maryanne and Peter
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B’ Yes, | would like to make a tax-deductible donation
to help injured and orphaned wildlife!

[] cheque

Please accept my [_] single gift [_] monthly gift (credit card only)

[ s20 [] others
[] Credit card

NAME
[ s100
ADDRESS Ty PC [ cash
TELEPHONE (OPTIONAL) DATE CARD NUMBER
EMAIL (OPTIONAL) NAME ON CARD
Sign me up for e-news, full of updates, photos and tips. We will never share
or sell your contact information with anyone. SIGNATURE

Prefer to donate online? Visit www.rideauwildlife.org/donate
PO Box 266, North Gower, ON KOA 2T0, info@rideauwildlife.org, 613-258-9480

EXPIRY

THANK YOU for making a difference and giving wildlife a second chance!



