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Fall update

I’'m proud to say that our small team of staff, interns and volunteers helped
almost 1,110 animals this year. Despite the pandemic and its challenges,
we were busy as ever caring for orphaned, sick and injured animals. Most

of our spring babies have already been released. We will have several cages
of animals over the winter as they are too small to be released, and we
typically admit almost 200 bats and injured animals over the winter.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who donated this
year. It has been a trying and unprecedented time for all of us, and the saga
continues. I started RVWS in 2005 because of my love and compassion for
wildlife who have no voice, but it is you, the people, who are at the heart of
RVWS. Every day, someone continues to surprise and amaze us, which
keeps us going—from an 11-year-old who asks for donations for wildlife on
her birthday instead of gifts, to those who desperately seek help for an

orphaned baby found in their yard, to the hundreds of volunteers who

have helped wildlife over the years.

If you have the means, please consider a donation this fall. Our coffers are low and we are in debt after taking out the emergency business
loan to keep our doors open. It's easy to donate online (rideauwildlife.org/donate) with a few simple clicks. Please also consider becoming a

monthly donor to provide critical resources throughout the year. You can also use the enclosed donation form. Thank you!!!

Impact of COVID-19

On March 24, the day after Ontario announced the shutdown of non-essential businesses, we implemented a proactive COVID health and
safety protocol. The safety of our workers is always our highest priority, but our thoughts also went to animal care. After all, if someone got

sick and everyone had to self-isolate, who would care for our existing patients?

Assuming a worst-case scenario, we made some difficult decisions that proved to

be effective. Measures included: masks and disposable gloves at all times, physical
. . . L . United Way’s Community Campaign launched in
distancing when possible, limiting the number of workers; suspending the

o . ) . September. You can direct your donation to RVWS
volunteer program, 3x daily disinfection of the entire rehab centre, physical

. . . . . by using the standard form, and providing our
barriers between feeding stations and closing the rehab centre to the public.

name and charitable registration number (82731

44 1).
Other impacts included cancelling our annual open house fundraiser, difficulty in 7744 RRO0OL)

obtaining PPE that we use in any case, and reduced donations. We are happy to
, . . While we do not normally receive the names of
report that all of our people remained safe and healthy. A positive impact-is that

individual donors, we thank you for helping

we admitted about half the number of turtles hit by cars compared to last year. We
wildlife!

like to think it’s because of fewer cars on the road.
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Enjoy these before and after photos of some of our 2020 patients.

Where are they now?

North American Porcupine

We had three baby porcupines this
year. They each weighed about
500¢g on intake. Morgan and Flufty
were released at 4 kg. Freeman is
too small for release so will spend
the winter with us.

Red Fox

We admitted three baby foxes in
early spring. These tiny pups were
found wandering on their own,
with the smallest weighing a mere
500g. They learned natural skills
in their 2,000 sq ft enclosure and
were released in August.

Common Raccoon

This little raccoon was found
inside a hay wagon, with no mom
to be found. All of our single
orphans are combined into litters
for company and to develop their
wild instincts. This litter was
released in late September.

Eastern Grey Squirrel

Baby squirrels often begin falling
out of the nest if something
happens to mom. These babies
miraculously survived a 40’ fall.
All three colour phases (grey,
black, and brown with gold tips)
can occur in the same litter.

Eastern Cottontail Rabbit

Most bunnies are not actually
abandoned but these were brought
in after their mother was found
dead nearby. We foster most of the
bunnies because they benefit from
a quieter environment and a single
caregiver.
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Red Fox

This adult was admitted with a
severe case of mange that would
have been fatal. Mange, a skin
mite, can cause anemia and
weakness, leading to inability to
hunt. With successive treatments,
she regrew most of her fur.

Short-tailed Weasel

We received three baby weasels
this spring after they were found
orphaned in an RV trailer. Weasels
are fast-growing creatures, even
starting to eat solid foods before
their eyes open. They were
released this summer.

Eastern Grey Squirrel

This juvenile squirrel had a severe
eye ulcer and infection. She
required three different topical
medications three times daily, and
an oral antibiotic. After several
weeks and three follow-up vet
visits, she healed up just fine.

Woodchuck

These two groundhogs were found
out of their burrow as babies—a
sure sign they were orphaned.
Both were released here in late
summer. We have lots of vacant
burrows they can use to get ready
for the big sleep.

Mouse

Yes, we take care of orphaned mice
and other small rodents like voles.
No life is too small to help. These
tiny creatures need a patient soul
and a steady hand to properly
formula feed. They wean and

begin eating solids at an early age.




A Fairy Tale Ending

In mid-May, we received a litter of
nine striped skunks after their mother
was sadly hit by a car. The babies were
about 2-wks old, with eyes and ears
closed and fur just starting to grow in.
They were affectionately named Snow
White, Prince Charming and the
seven dwarfs. They were among a total
of 46 skunks admitted this year.

Skunks are easily recognized by their
unique black and white stripes, which
are evident even at birth with their
pigmented skin.

A skunk’s best know feature is its
ability to discharge twin streams of
musky fluid from two scent glands
when threatened. They can accurately
choose the angle and distance they

spray.

Skunks also have very poor eyesight.
So if you encounter a skunk, avoid
sudden movements and loud noises,
and back away slowing while talking
in a low voice so it knows you are
retreating. When safe, the skunk will
likely flee in the opposite direction.

Skunks spray as a last measure when

threatened. If not an
immediate threat,
they will give warning
signals: lunge and
stomp their front feet,
and twist their body
so that their rear faces
the threat.
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Do we get sprayed when rehabilitating
skunks? Occasionally. We handle
babies by scooping them in a towel or
tucking their tail underneath their
body. The biggest risk is when they
move to large outdoor enclosures
where they develop their natural
instincts. It’s easier to startle them at
this age so we speak softly and

minimize loud noises. We also wear

face shields as a precaution.

It was a fairy tale ending for Snow
White, Prince Charming and the
seven dwarfs. It was joyous to witness
nine bushy tails and plump bellies
explore their new home in the wild.

It's time to go home!

Releasing animals is the best time of year! Some wildlife just needed a
helping hand, while others arrived close to death and required
intensive treatment to get them back on their feet. Whatever the case,
it’s truly incredible to watch as animals take in their new
surroundings, explore, climb and forage. Knowing that a once
vulnerable creature gets to go home with a second chance at life is why
we continue to do this day after day, year after year. This would not be
possible without the tremendous support of people like you!
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2020 Virtual Open House O Rideau Valley
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With the cancellation of our annual open house that normally sees more than

1,200 visitors and provides much-needed funding, we had to get creative by N E G H B 0 U R S
holding a virtual open house this year. Our talented Outreach Coordinator

summer student, Gillian, was excited for the challenge and the opportunity to < HELPING ——

provide our supporters with an in-depth, behind-the-scenes look at our
operations.

The August 4-14 event, themed Neighbours Helping Neighbours, consisted of a
series of videos of our facilities, the animals we care for, and interviews of our
hardworking interns and volunteers. Overall, the event was a success, raising
over $4,500 for the animals through our online fundraising campaign, personal
fundraising initiatives and the sale of t-shirts.

We would like to thank everyone who participated throughout the virtual event.

If you missed any of the videos or want to watch them again, you can find them

on our website at https://www.rideauwildlife.org/gallery/videos/ or Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/RideauValleyWildlifeSanctuary.

e
Thank you to our Volunteers, Interns and Staff

We are sending a HUGE thank you to our hardworking volunteers, interns, fosters and staff for continuing to be there for the
animals in the midst of a pandemic and for being so understanding about added safety measures. We could not do the work

we do without their dedication and commitment. From feeding animals to cleaning cages, fostering and releasing wildlife,
transporting animals or building nesting boxes, each one is a valuable member of the team who makes this happen. And, of
course, thank you to the people who rescue animals and supporters who make this work possible.

To hear from just a few of our amazing interns and volunteers, watch our video Meet the Caregivers at
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/meet-the-caregivers/. While we did not accept new volunteers this season because of COVID,
we hope this will change by spring. To learn more about the intern and volunteer opportunities for next season, visit.

https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/.
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Student Housing | ———

Thanks to a grant from the Ottawa Community Foundation,
we were able to purchase and renovate a gently used, park
model trailer that will be able to house four full-time
summer students. With few opportunities to work with
wildlife and gain career-related experience, we receive many
applications from students across Canada and abroad. Most
have no local accommodation, limited funds and no

transportation.

With limited space and services on the property, we needed to find a self-sufficient, economic alternative to drilling a new
well, and installing new hydro and septic. An idea was born—the trailer is now completely solar powered and retrofitted with
LED lighting, water-saving measures, a grey-water system and a composting commode. We hope the COVID situation will
ease up so we can provide modest lodging for summer students in 2021.

Our Business Supporters

We sincerely appreciate the support of local pet stores and businesses that donated supplies and services, or provided
substantial discounts this year. Please help us thank the following for their kindness and support.

B&H Your Community Grocer Hallmark Housekeeping Services Pet Valu Kemptville
Canadian Hydro Components March Road Pet Food & Grooming Pet Valu Manotick

Cricket and Company Ottawa Animal Emergency & Pet Valu Ottawa St
D-Squared Construction Specialty Hospital Pet Valu Richmond

Dino Reptiles and their donors Ottawa Citizen Pet Valu Richmond Rd
Global Pet Foods Bank St Ottawa Humane Society Pet Valu Westgate

Global Pet Foods Cyrville Rd Ottawa Paw Pantry Pet Valu Winchester

Global Pet Foods Hunt Club Pet Valu Almonte Produce Depot Carling Ave.
Global Pet Foods Robertson Rd Pet Valu Alta Vista Richmond Animal Hospital
Global Pet Foods Strandherd Rd Pet Valu Bank St The Cardinal Coop

Global Pet Foods Wellington St Pet Valu Greenbank Rd The Produce Brothers
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Please accept my []single gift [_]monthly gift (credit card only)

NAME

[ s100 [ ss0 [ s20 [] other$
ADDRESS PROV PC [ cash [ cheque [ credit card
TELEPHONE DATE CARD NUMBER EXPIRY
EMAIL (OPTIONAL) NAME ON CARD

Sign me up for e-news, full of updates, photos and tips. We will never share
or sell your contact information with anyone. SIGNATURE

Prefer to donate online? Visit www.rideauwildlife.org
Have questions or need help? Email info@rideauwildlife.org or call 613-258-9480 THANK YOU for making a difference and giving wildlife a second chance!

Tax receipts are mailed at the end of the calendar year or earlier upon request.



