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DOUBLE Spring update

It was a busier winter than ever at the Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary
YOURIMPACT

(RVWS). We had close to 150 big brown bats admitted, compared to 30
in previous years. We attribute this to the extreme temperature
fluctuations this winter, which causes bats to wake up from hibernation
and somehow find their way from attics into buildings. Frequent
awakenings cause them to spend too much energy, and they become
underweight and dehydrated. We also received a colony of 46 bats from
a church in Almonte. We thank the Canadian Wildlife Federation for
funding their care over the winter and helping with logistics of their
release.

While we spent about 8 person-hours per day on bat care, we also

WlTH y A MATC H IN&E' Fr attended to other animals. There were raccoons, squirrels and turtles

who were overwintered because we were not able to release them last
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fall. We also admitted about 100 injured animals during the winter.

And now, as you can imagine, we are at the peak of wildlife baby season. We have already admitted more then 250 orphans since mid-
March, with more arriving daily.

To help with their care, a generous donor has pledged

up to $10,000 in matching funds for all Annual Open House

donations made this spring!

Your gift will go twice as far! We hope we can count on your
continued support to provide the formula, food, veterinary
services and ongoing care needed for the animals to thrive
and make it back to the wild. If you would like to take
advantage of this opportunity, you can make a gift online at
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/ or by mail with the

donation slip on the last page of this newsletter.

Thank you again for your ongoing support of RVWS, and
helping injured and orphaned wildlife. We hope you enjoy
our newsletter, full of stories and photos of the animals you

are helping.


https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/

Wildlife Patients You've Helped Save!

Puppy came to us last August in poor health. She battled hair
loss, a parasitic infection and emaciation. With medication, a
special diet and TLC from a caring foster, Puppy began to
thrive, though she was too small to release last fall. Here she
is, plump as ever, just before her release this spring.

These orphaned fox kits, which now number five, were
removed from a dangerous situation—an airport runway.
They are enjoying formula, meat, fruits and vegetables. They
are growing quickly and play fighting like puppies.

These red squirrels were found in a truck engine that was

towed to a dump. Red squirrels build nests in the oddest
places. With no Mom, dehydrated and emaciated, they were
brought to RVWS for urgent treatment.

These six raccoon kits were orphaned during the recent wind
storm, when a huge tree came down, killing their mother. The
babies arrived at RVWS quickly so they were in good health.

This adult female coyote was admitted in December 2017, the
likely victim of a car accident. She had no broken bones and
was in great health so likely suffered from head trauma. With
a short recuperation period and some extra weight, she was
released in early spring.
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These three orphaned red squirrels were found in a shopping An animal control company rescued a litter of raccoons from
centre parking lot with no trees, nest or momma in sight. the walls of a house after the babies started screaming.
Unfortunately, the mom had perished but the babies made it

and are thriving at RVWS.
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An animal control company removed five baby raccoons These two eastern grey squirrels were the only survivors from
from an attic and placed them in a heated nesting box for a nest that fell off a telephone pole. From their body
mom to retrieve. Fortunately, mom moved four of the babies condition, they had been orphaned for days. Now hydrated,
but left this wee one behind for several days until he was drinking formula and eating solid foods, they are gaining
brought in to RVWS. weight quickly.

This baby weasel was found on someone’s front walkway with
no mother or nest in sight.




Spring Wildlife Tips

In many cases, it is intuitive that a wild animal needs help—a baby squirrel is
following people, a baby is injured after falling out of a tree, a turtle is hit by a
car, or a wild mammal has been handled by a dog or cat.

In other cases, it’s not as obvious—someone comes across a nest of baby
rabbits while mowing the lawn, a nest of baby squirrels is discovered in a shed,
or groundhogs made a burrow under a deck. Do these animals need our help?

Visit our website at www.rideauwildlife.org for extensive information on the

following and other topics:

e Why live-trapping is NOT humane! e Preventing wildlife conflicts

e Isthis animal really orphaned? e  Understanding animal denning behaviour
¢ Common situations with wildlife babies by species e Using deterrents to humanely evict wildlife
e When does a small mammal need rescuing? e Animal-proofing your home

e  What to do when a wildlife needs rescuing e  Choosing an animal control company

New Coyote Enclosure

Almost every year, with the help of foundation grants and individual benefactors,
RVWS focuses on one or two projects to improve our capacity and ability to help more
animals. With the help of volunteers, we built a 14-cage raccoon enclosure in 2015, and
a 20-cage squirrel enclosure in 2016.

This past year, thanks to a grant from the Summerlee Foundation, and the hard work
and discounts from Kemptville Fencing and Decks, we are now able to house large
canids. Previously, we had to transfer some to other wildlife rehabbers because we didn’t

have the appropriate outdoor space.

The enclosure consists of four large individual pens and a large adjoining run on a quiet and secluded part of the property. The entire
structure is enclosed with fencing, both underground so they can’t dig out, and overhead. Over the next few weeks, we will be
“decorating” the enclosure with more shrubs and logs to give it a more naturalized environment.
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Resource Centre in the Making

For anyone who has visited our rehab centre, you know that we are maxed out for space and do not have an area to host group events or
educational programs. Thanks to donations from Lush Fresh Handmade Cosmetics and the Community Foundation of Ottawa, RVWS
is building a new resource centre this summer.

A 12°x24’ screened-in gazebo with great views of the property will provide a bug-free, three-season venue to host volunteer groups,
community associations and clubs, youth groups and the general public. Themed, interactive display panels and presentations on a
large-screen TV will allow us to strengthen public knowledge and awareness of wildlife. We also hope to enlist the help of volunteers
start a garden to grow vegetables for our wildlife patients.



Our Interns and Volunteers

Helping so many animals would not be possible without the tireless help of
our full-time interns and co-op students, staff, summer students and
volunteers. This May, we have about 12 interns and co-op students, 5
summer students and 65 weekly volunteers who help care for the animals.
And still, it’s hard to get out before 11:00pm or 12:00am at night. We also
have numerous volunteers who help with everything from driving animals
to and from the centre, to cage building, nesting box building and other
roles.

Thank you for all you do, we couldn’t do it without you!
If you would like to join our team, please apply at https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/volunteer2/.

Foster Program

Through the help of funding from the Community Foundation of Ottawa, RVWS started a full foster program in 2016. It creates a
unique opportunity for foster volunteers to raise orphaned wildlife in

their own homes like we do in the centre. RVWS provides fosters with
supplies, training, oversight and ongoing support.
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Foster volunteers enable us to admit more orphans than would

otherwise be possible, giving more wildlife a chance at survival.

By housing animals in a room not used by the household, fosters are also
able to provide one-on-one specialized care and a quiet environment for
sensitive species, such as cottontail rabbits.

If you would like to join our foster program, please visit our website at
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/volunteer2/foster-caregiver/.
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Sign me up for e-news, full of updates, photos and tips. We will never share
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Prefer to donate online? Visit www.rideauwildlife.org

Have questions or need help? Email info@rideauwildlife.org or call 613-258-9480 THANKYOU for making a difference and giving wildlife a second chance!
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