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Fall update

The Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary (RVWS) would like to thank
everyone who made it possible to save injured and orphaned
wildlife and give them a second chance at life in the wild.

We have admitted more than 1,000 wild mammals and reptiles so
far this year and animals continue to arrive. We didn’t have as many
second litter squirrels this fall, likely the result of the hot dry
summer. But baby rabbits kept us busy as well as the remaining
patients. It’s also release time, the best part of the job. Most animals
will be released back home by the end of October.

‘We hope we can count on your continued support to provide the formula, food, veterinary services and ongoing care needed for the
animals to thrive. As you may know, we rely entirely on grants and donations to continue our work. You can make a gift online at
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/ or by mail to P.O. Box 266, North Gower KOA 2T0. Donations are tax deductible and receipts
issued early in the new year. Thank you for your ongoing support of RVWS, and helping injured and orphaned wildlife.

2019 Intern Program

Volunteer rehabilitation interns play an integral role in helping to care for these animals and release them back to the wild. Interns work
full-time for a term of 3 to 7 months between April and October. Wildlife rehabilitation is a rewarding experience, with the majority of an
intern’s time spent on direct animal care. Interns also learn about many aspects of wildlife rehabilitation, such as natural history and
behaviour, animal health and nutrition, diagnostic procedures, fluid therapy, medicine administration and environmental enrichment,

release criteria and human/wildlife conflict resolution.

For more information, visit our website at http://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/wildlife-rehabilitation-intern-program/.

United Way Campaign
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Enjoy these before and after photos of some of our 2018 patients.

Where are they now?

Red Fox

In early May, we received 5 fox kits
removed from a dangerous situation
on an airport runway. A 6th orphaned
fox was found on the side of a busy
road, suffering from severe
dehydration and mange. The foxes
thrived and grew very wild in our new
outdoor fox/coyote enclosure.

Eastern Chipmunk

Henry, weighing only 7 grams, is the
youngest chipmunk we have ever
admitted. He was found in a parking
lot with no mother in sight. He
required intensive care for the first few
weeks. Henry grew quickly and was
released this summer.

Common Raccoon

These week-old raccoons were found
in a cardboard box in the woods on
Petrie Island. Thankfully, a good
samaritan found the box and went out
of his way to get the babies to RVWS.
Now 5 months old and close to 20
pounds, they will soon be released.

Striped Skunk

Ky was our first skunk of the year and
one of the smallest skunks ever
admitted at RVWS. She weighed only
140 grams and was covered in fleas
and lice. She was clearly away from her
mother for an extended period of time

and required intensive care.

Woodchuck (groundhog)

Cooper was found in the middle of a
busy parking lot, with no fields or
signs of a den anywhere. Weighing
only 170g, Cooper needed around the
clock care and frequent feedings. He
was released in late July,.
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Red Fox Rescue

These spring, we received five orphaned
fox kits who were removed from a
dangerous situation—an airport runway.
Another orphaned fox found on the side
of a road arrived shortly after.

They remained in an indoor pen for about
six weeks until weaned from formula.
Then they were moved to our new
outdoor coyote enclosure.

Since we didn’t receive any coyote pups
this year, the foxes had the run of the
64x32’ pen. The enclosure consists of four
large individual pens and a large adjoining
run on a quiet and secluded part of the
property. The entire structure is enclosed
with fencing, both underground so they
can’t dig out, and overhead.

The enclosure was funded by the
Summerlee Foundation with discounts
from Kemptville Fencing and Decks.
Previously, we had to transfer most canids
to other wildlife centres because we didn’t
have the appropriate outdoor space.

Huge thanks also go out to B&H Your
Community Grocer
(https://localgrocer.ca), and owners Jim
and Judy Beveridge. They provided weekly
donations of meat and fish all summer to
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help the foxes thrive
and grow. B&H Your
Community Grocer
is family owned and
has been operating
at 301 Rideau Street

in Kemptville since 1963. Thanks also go
to Nickie for arranging this wonderful
community collaboration and making the
weekly deliveries.

With minimal human interaction and the
large enclosure, the foxes” wild instincts

kicked in quickly. They dug more than 10
dens, including one they could all fit into.
They cached the meat and managed to do
a little hunting on their own. They were

successfully released in late summer.

It’s release time!

It is the best time of year! Releasing animals that we’ve taken care of for
months, animals that arrived close to death and were revived after days of
intensive care, animals that just needed a little helping hand—releases are
the best part of this job. Releasing animals back to the wild, seeing them in
their element literally delighted, curious, exploring, climbing, eating is
almost indescribable. Our supporters make this possible. Thank you for
making this happen!
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Coexisting with Coyotes

Coyotes, once ghosts in our midst, are now sighted more frequently in Ottawa’s urban and rural
environment. By understanding their normal habits and behaviours, we can learn to live in
peaceful coexistence with these intelligent and resourceful creatures.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry reports that coyote populations remain stable in
our area. Urban sprawl is a key factor influencing coyote sightings. Dens are destroyed through
development, new territories must be found to hunt and forage, increased human infrastructure,
such as roads, and shrinking forest corridors affect wildlife movement. The resilient, intelligent

sightings.

and coexistence.

Quick facts

e  coyote sightings are normal in Ottawa and surrounding

rural areas
e  while they are mostly nocturnal, it is not unusual to see
coyotes out during the day

e normally, only the alpha parents mate, with an average of 5

pups; the rest of the pack helps with rearing

e coyotes will protect their territory and pups from a potential

threat (e.g. from an off-leash dog)

e  acoyote’s main diet consists of rodents and rabbits, keeping

these populations in check
e theyare opportunistic feeders and may prey on small pets
left unattended

e  coyotes are normally afraid of people and try to avoid them
e bold behaviour is unusual but can occur when a coyote has

been fed by people, intentionally or not
Keep it in perspective

e  negative interactions with coyotes are rare

e there were more than 500 calls in 2016 to the city of Ottawa

regarding dog bites

e  coyotes do not distinguish between a wild animal (e.g. adult

rabbit or groundhog) and a domestic pet (e.g. adult cat)

e any cat left to roam at any time of day or night could
become to prey to raptors, foxes, dogs, coyotes, or cars—
keep cats safe indoors

In you encounter a coyote nearby

e never run from any canine, including coyotes

e pick up small animals or kids to be safe

e  be bold and assertive—face the coyote, stomp your feet,
make yourself big by waving your arms

coyote adapts well to these changing environmental conditions, resulting in more frequent

People can become aware of coyote signs and understand the differences between true threats

stand your ground or back away slowly

make noise by clapping your hands, shouting loudly (but
don’t scream which can mimic an injured animal), using a
shaker can, whistling

throw something (e.g. clump of dirt, rock, stick) toward (not
at) the coyote

Prevent coyote visits to your yard

never feed wildlife

keep pet food and water bowls indoors

keep compost bins and trash cans secured

put trash out in the morning of pickup, not night before
clean wild bird seed from your lawn; overflowing bird
feeders attract coyotes, owls, hawks, foxes, cats and dogs for
the prey (birds and rodents) that gather in larger numbers
clean fallen fruit from the ground

supervise your small dogs in your yard; keep dogs on leash
when in known coyote territory

for their safety (and that of native wild songbirds and small
mammals), keep cats indoors, on leash or in a secure
outdoor enclosure

teach children about wildlife and how to safely respond to a
stray dog or coyote nearby

Understanding true threats

A coyote that approaches people aggressively should be
reported to the city at 3-1-1. Signs are similar to those
shown by aggressive dogs and include agitated barking
(unprovoked), raised hackles, snarling, growling and
lunging.

An injured or mangy coyote is less able to hunt so it seen
often in urban areas looking for easy food sources. Call
RVWS for advice.
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Bats Found During Winter

There are eight species of bats in Ontario, four of which are endangered. The
Big Brown Bat, which is not endangered, is the most common species that
comes into our care. Big brown bats often roost and hibernate in buildings,
rather than caves, so are more likely to be found when sick, injured or out of
hibernation. They can be recognized by their black leathery ears and wings,
dark brown fur on their back and paler brown/blonde fur on their stomach.
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The Big Brown Bat is the most likely to hibernate in attics (other species are

likely to hibernate in caves). Bats awaken from hibernation frequently, often due to
extreme temperature fluctuations, and somehow find their way from an attic into a
building. In some cases, a bat can be returned to hibernation but in most cases, a bat found
awake during the winter will be underweight and dehydrated, and will need treatment at a
wildlife rehabilitation centre until it can be released in the spring.

Last winter, RVWS cared for more than 120 bats until spring (compared with 30 the year
before). This includes “The 467, a colony of 46 bats rescued from a church in Almonte.

Here is a photo of them being released this spring.

Call RVWS or visit our website (http://www.rideauwildlife.org/orphaned-or-injured-

wildlife/bats) for tips on capturing a bat. Remember that bats can carry rabies so never
handle a bat without heavy gloves.

B&H Your Community Grocer
Global Pet Foods, Bank

Global Pet Foods, Eagleson
Global Pet Foods, Strandherd
Global Pet Foods, Wellington
Healthy Pets Boutique, Kemptville
March Road Pet Food & Grooming
Ottawa Paw Pantry

Pet Valu, Alta Vista

Pet Valu, Beechwood

Pet Valu, Gloucester

Pet Valu, Greenbank

Pet Valu, Hunt Club

the following for their kindness and support.

Our Business Supporters

We sincerely appreciate the support of local pet stores and businesses that donated
supplies and services, or provided substantial discounts in 2017. Please help us thank

Pet Valu, Innes

Pet Valu, Kemptville

Pet Valu, Manotick

Pet Valu, Merivale

Pet Valu, Montreal Rd
Pet Valu, Richmond

Pet Valu, Richmond Rd
Produce Depot

Ren’s Pets Depot, Kanata
Richmond Animal Hospital
The Pampered Pet

The Pet Shoppe, Bank
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2018 Open House

Our annual Open House was held on June 2-3, coinciding with Doors

Open Ottawa. We welcomed more than 1,200 visitors. Tours of the
wildlife centre were the highlight of the event, together with displays,
a barbeque, bake sale, kids’ zone, and silent auction. Back by popular
demand, Grateful We're Not Dead entertained guests with their classic
country, rock and blues tunes.

We would like to send a huge thank-you to all of the weekend’s

volunteers, and the generosity of our supporters and guests. Our
guests raised almost $11,000 for the animals!

We are grateful to the following local businesses and individuals who
generously donated items for our silent auction.

Andrea L Sedgwick Photography
Ashley Carr

Canadian Tire Kemptville
Choice Vintners

Connie Groom

Deschenes Poitras Dental Centre
Drifters Outdoor Fitness Studio
Funhaven

Georgia's Carpet

Global Pet Foods

Gray Art Glass

Home Hardware Kemptville

].D Adam Kitchen Co.

Jen and Kevin Bozowskyj
Jéréme Photographer

Kate's Treats and Treasures

Kemptville Physiotherapy
Centre

Knock Shoppe

Lavastone Jewels

Lovesong Fine Arts

Maitland Massage

Manotick Nails

Morguard Investments

Mrs. McGarrigles Fine Food Shop
Myers Kemptville

Pet Valu Kemptville

Pioneer Nursery

Queensway Carleton Hospital
Foundation, The Gift Box

R. Rose Automotive

RB Heating

Rideau Creek Landing
Rideau Woodland Ramble
Rona Kemptville

Scott Turner

Susan Cartwright

Tanda Shoes

The Heat Source

Tim Horton’s Manotick
Twice The Fun Games
Unleashed Dog Daycare
Whistle Post Antiques
Wild Birds Unlimited Nature Shop
Young Drivers
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WILDLIFE SANCTUAR
B PO. Box 266
North Gower, ON KOA 2T0

NAME
ADDRESS PROV PC
TELEPHONE DATE

EMAIL (OPTIONAL)

Sign me up for e-news, full of updates, photos and tips. We will never share
or sell your contact information with anyone.

Prefer to donate online? Visit www.rideauwildlife.org
Have questions or need help? Email info@rideauwildlife.org or call 613-258-9480

Tax receipts are mailed at the end of the calendar year or earlier upon request.

[ Yes, | would like to help injured and orphaned wildlife!

Please accept my [_]single gift [] monthly gift (credit card only)

[ s100 [ ss0 [ s20 [ other$
[ cash [] cheque [ credit card

CARD NUMBER EXPIRY

NAME ON CARD

SIGNATURE

THANK YOU for making a difference and giving wildlife a second chance!



