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Help us win $20,000!

With CanadaHelps’ “Great Canadian Giving Challenge” running this June, it’s |
perfect timing to launch our summer fundraising campaign. When you donate
$3 or more online via CanadaHelps by June 30, each $1 you donate enters us for
a chance to win an extra $20,000! CanadaHelps is a Canadian charity that offers |
an online donation platform to more than 24,000 charities across Canada.

Donations are still down from previous years due to COVID-19 and we had to |
cancel our open house fundraiser again this year. We also had to take out a loan
under the Canada Emergency Business Account program to keep our doors

open. With more than 600 injured and orphaned wildlife already admitted this w
year, and hundreds more to come, we have many hungry mouths to feed. As you

may know, we rely entirely on grants and
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baby groundhog. She was found alone with three other siblings. Groundhogs found this tiny are
usually orphaned because their mom would never let them out of the den this young. These
groundhogs were found by a kindergarten teacher, who made it a learning opportunity. She showed
photos to her class and had a lesson on groundhogs, even sending us drawings of the babies and
naming them Wiggle, Watts, Wyatt and West. They weighed a mere 130 g when found, and with the
help of our expert staff and volunteers, doubled their weight in just 2 weeks!

Please consider a donation to help wildlife through https://rebrand.ly/RVWSGivingChallenge. Or, use this handy QR code with your
mobile phone’s camera to load the donation page. The contest deadline is June 30.

If you prefer not to donate through CanadaHelps, we are still most grateful for any support you can provide to
us. Donations can be made on our website through the short link https://rebrand.ly/WaysToGive. You can also
mail a cheque made out to RVWS, PO. Box 266, North Gower, ON K0A 2T0.

Your kind gift will have a direct impact by providing Wiggle, Watts, Wyatt, and West, and all of our wildlife
patients with expert care, nutritious food and formula, and veterinary care and supplies.

Thank you for making a difference - we wish you a wonderful summer!

Summer student positions available



https://rebrand.ly/RVWSGivingChallenge
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/jobs/

www.rideauwildlife.org

(613) 258-9480

Wildlife Patients You've Helped Save!

A family’s golden retriever found three baby raccoons in
some nearby rubble. The finders tried to reunite them with
mom, but she didn’t come back. Now older, they are a few
weeks away from moving to an outdoor enclosure until fall.
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Igor was picked up by a bird and dropped in a backyard that
was home to a few dogs. While he survived the fall and was
unharmed by the dogs, he was covered in ticks. He is now
recovering with another skunk friend.

These five eastern grey squirrels began falling out of their
nest, a sure sign they were orphaned. After a few days without
mom, baby squirrels will venture out on their own. These
lucky five were uninjured and are now in an outdoor cage.

Our first baby porcupine, Nebula, was found crossing the
road all alone with no mother to be found. Even with
handling and formula feeding, she has maintained her
wildness and defensive skills by spinning and swatting her
tail. Once weaned, she’ll move to a large outdoor enclosure.

This young weasel was picked up by a bird and dropped in
front of the finder. Luckily, he was only stunned. We didn’t
know where he came from so couldn’t reunite with mom. He
is now in an outdoor cage with plenty of natural enrichment
and food to keep him busy.

This poor little red squirrel was found nearly frozen to a dock
during a spring cold spell, and was very weak and dehydrated.
He’s now with a few littermates, almost ready for release.
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More Patients You’'ve Saved

Matilda had an unfortunate encounter with a truck this
winter, which sent her flying through the air, where she did a
few somersaults before finally landing. She made a slow but
incredible recovery and was released this spring.

We overwintered 11 hatchlings (5 painted turtles and 6
snappers) who were found in late fall when it was too cold to
be out or released. We also received a northern map turtle
hatchling (photo) in early spring, also too cold to be out. The
overwintered hatchlings are now about 6 times their admit
weight, giving them a great headstart when released in late
June.

Release Sites Needed

Marshmallow was found out of hibernation in early winter,
weak, with head trauma, and emaciated at just 1kg. After a
winter of enrichment and proper nutrition, she recovered
from her injuries and tripled her weight. Here she is on
release day.

This fox arrived in late winter with a severe case of mange.
Mange, a skin mite, can often be fatal in foxes but is easily
treated with three rounds of medication. The before and after
photos are startling. After a few months in care, he was
released where he was found in early spring.



https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/volunteer2/

www.rideauwildlife.org (613) 258-9480

Raccoons Can’t Count

All raccoons, and most mammals actually, have back-up nests in the environment
and frequently move their babies for various reasons. They
also move them if the nest is disturbed or when humane
animal control companies move babies to a heated box. In
both cases, this urges momma to move her babies to a back-
up nest. Sometimes, though, one of the babies is left behind.

The fact that raccoons can’t count worked to our advantage
this spring. We received an adult injured raccoon in late
winter who was found on the side of the road. She had some

neurological problems and wasn’t displaying normal
aggressive behaviour. Over the course of a month, she gained weight, her
neurological issues resolved and her behaviour became normal. So we scheduled
release in a few days. At this time, she had the run of a 10’x15’rehab room.

We should have been a bit quicker about the release date! One morning, staff went in

for the daily clean and food/water replacement, and heard—you guessed it—the
familiar sound of newborn baby raccoons. We couldn’t release her and the babies at this point because we didn’t know how far away her
home turf was from where she was found. We didn’t want to risk the health of her or the babies.

We have heard this happen at other rehab centres so consulted with them, and hatched a plan. We set up a motion-sensor webcam, and
brought in an insulated carrier that would better suit momma and the babies. We quickly examined her four babies and found them to be
in good health, and grabbed three others we recently admitted that were the same weight and age. After all, momma raccoons are much

better at caring for babies than we are.

After examining her four babies and adding our three, we put them back in the room. Closely monitoring from the one-way viewing
window and webcam, we watched as momma quickly gathered up all seven babies to her old nest. A few days later, she moved all seven to
the new carrier. With a large room, quiet environment, cozy nest and no need to forage, momma was happy and raised some fat babies.

Once the babies eyes opened, we moved momma and babies to an outdoor soft release enclosure close to where she was found. We
watched, through an infrared webcam, as momma nursed her babies, and babies started to explore. The plan is to open the door so
momma can explore but babies cannot get out. She will find a nest and move her babies when she is ready.
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Wildlife Tips

In many cases, it is intuitive that a wild animal needs help—a baby squirrel
is following people, a baby is injured after falling out of a tree, a turtle is hit
by a car, or a wild mammal was handled by a dog or cat.
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In other cases, it is not as obvious—someone comes across a nest of baby
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rabbits while mowing the lawn, a nest of baby squirrels is discovered in a
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shed, or groundhogs made a burrow under a deck. Do these animals need
help?
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Our website at www.rideauwildlife.org has extensive information on
common situations with wildlife babies by species, including when and
how babies need rescuing.




www.rideauwildlife.org
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Rehab Centre Improvements

It might seem like a little thing, but it’s huge! Our existing
floors, installed in 2008, were vinyl composite tile. The tiles
cracked, separated and deteriorated over the years, making
cleaning a chore and it was almost impossible to fully sanitize
between the cracks.

Thanks to a grant from the Ottawa Community Foundation,
we upgraded this winter to heavy-duty sheet vinyl, complete
with cove moulding. With no seams, the flooring is easy to
clean and sanitize, providing a safer environment for our
workers and wildlife patients.

We thank the Ottawa Community Foundation and its donors
for funding most of the improvements made to our capacity,
facilities and enclosures over the years.

OTTAWA
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

invested for good

Art for the Animals

This spring, the Electric Street Gallery featured a collection of
local artist Anita Utas’ original wildlife paintings and select
fine art reproductions. Half of the proceeds were donated to
RVWS by the artist and gallery, which was matched by a
private donor.

The exhibit raised a total of $6,000 for the animals, which
makes a huge impact. Sending huge thanks to Anita Utas,
Electric Street Gallery, the anonymous donor and everyone
who purchased an art piece.

Anita also has incredible paintings of birds and local
landscapes. You can view Anita’s work at

https://www.anitautas.com/.
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Impact of COVID-19 and Re-opening of Group Volunteering!

The end of the pandemic is in sight! But for now, RVWS is maintaining strict COVID safety protocols. The rehab centre is still closed to

the public and tours, but we continue to accept animals outdoors. We are still limiting the number of workers indoors. We look forward to

the day when we can open the building, restart pre-arranged tours and hold our open house. In 2022, we will also start hosting community

and other groups for presentations and demonstrations in our new Resource Centre, built in 2019.

With the easing of government restrictions, we are grateful
to re-open Group Volunteer Events of up to 10 people to
work on various outdoor projects. This past Friday, we
welcomed a team of 8 people from Raymond James
Financial, who built 12 squirrel nesting boxes, and also
weeded and mulched our new vegetable garden for the
animals. It was a great afternoon that had an immediate
benefit to the animals in care. Thank you Raymond James
Team!

If you have a team of friends or colleagues and want to help,

please visit our website https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-

involved/ for details.



https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/
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The Team at RVWS

We owe so much gratitude to our staff, board, summer
students, interns and volunteers. Their dedication,
perseverance and thoroughness are something to behold.

Animal care interns, staff and summer students work full-
time and often overtime during the busy months. Our
weekly animal care volunteers commit to a regular 4-hour
shift every week for the entire season. Fosters care for
vulnerable wildlife in their own homes. Other summer

students provide much needed support to office and hotline

administration, fundraising and marketing. Still other volunteers offer up their properties to release wildlife, and their time by building

nesting boxes, transporting animals and more. Pictured here are some of our interns and summer students. Thank you so much!!

Leaving a Legacy for the
Animals

Our Wishlist

o dish towels, receiving blankets, fleece, large towels,
pillow cases

o striped sunflower seeds

e nuts in shell (almonds, filberts, walnuts)

e fruit (apples, bananas, grapes, berries)

e vegetables (yams, broccoli, corn, greens)

o large plastic rabbit cages

e  x-large pet carriers

e large tip-proof pet food crocks

e crazy glue, 5-minute epoxy

e  printing services

P.O. Box 266
North Gower, ON KOA 2T0
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NAME
ADDRESS PROV PC
TELEPHONE DATE

EMAIL (OPTIONAL)

|:| Sign me up for e-news, full of updates, photos and tips. We will never share
or sell your contact information with anyone.

Prefer to donate online? Visit www.rideauwildlife.org
Have questions or need help? Email info@rideauwildlife.org or call 613-258-9480

Tax receipts are mailed at the end of the calendar year or earlier upon request.

[ Yes, | would like to help injured and orphaned wildlife!

Please accept my [ ]single gift [_]monthly gift (credit card only)

[ s100 [ ss0 [ s20 [ others

[ cash [] cheque [ credit card
CARD NUMBER EXPIRY
NAME ON CARD

SIGNATURE

THANK YOU for making a difference and giving wildlife a second chance!



