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Spring update

The Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary (RVWS) would like to thank
all of you who made it possible to save injured and orphaned

wildlife, and give them a second chance. The animals count on
those who donate towards their care, the finders who rescue them,
and the 100+ staff and volunteers who spend countless hours
providing around-the-clock care. You helped more than 1,200
animals admitted in 2018, thank you!

Our hearts go out to everyone affected by the spring flooding.
While it’s unlikely that the flooding affected tree dwelling wildlife,
we don’t know the impact on ground dwellers, such as groundhogs,

skunks and chipmunks. We did receive several calls about displaced

turtles and beavers, but they were eventually returned to appropriate
habitat.

The harsh winter and late spring has also had an impact on wildlife. The birthing season was later and smaller than usual, but we’re now in
full swing. We have admitted more than 260 wild mammals and turtles so far this spring and animals continue to arrive daily.

As we head into another busy year, we hope we can count on your support to help provide the formula, food, veterinary services and
ongoing care needed for the animals to thrive. As you may know, we rely entirely on grants and donations to continue our work. You can
make a gift online at https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/ or by mail to P.O. Box 266, North Gower KOA 2T0. Donations are tax
deductible. Thank you for making a difference, and giving injured and orphaned wildlife a second chance at life back home in the wild!

Summer student Annual Open House
position available

RVWS has one summer student position left to fill. The
job duties of the construction and maintenance helper
position include building and maintaining outdoor
animal enclosures, performing routine building
maintenance and repairs, maintaining grounds and
related duties.

Applicants must meet the eligibility requirements under
the Canada Summer Jobs program.

Full details are available on our website at

https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/jobs/.
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Wildlife Patients You’ve Helped Save!

Jasmine, a week-old chipmunk, was brought into the finder’s
house by their dog. Obviously, the dog had nurturing
instincts because the chipmunk was uninjured but clearly
needed rescue. Two weeks later, with eyes still closed, she is
thriving.

This is one of five baby raccoons, whose mother was shot at

an egg producer’s empty barn in Lyn--just because they had
construction to do that day. An onlooker rescued the babies,
who arrived covered in their mother’s blood. We emailed

them about humane wildlife practices and got a $500

donation in response, which we promptly refunded. I bet

Pat the porcupine arrived in early winter, clearly underweight, you're burning with curiosity to know the name of the

small for his age and with a respiratory infection. He rallied company; their egg products are on grocery store shelves

after four weeks of antibiotics. Still underweight, he spent the . .
nation wide.

winter with us to pack on a few pounds. We supplemented his
normal foods with rodent block smoothies.

We admitted more than 70 big brown bats this winter. Most
arrived as singles and could not be combined, so that’s a lot of

bat cages! Big brown bats, who hibernate in attics rather than

caves, often awake from hibernation with extreme
fluctuations in temperatures and somehow find their way into

buildings.
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More Patients You’'ve Saved

Ivy, a red fox, was captured in February with a severe case of
mange that would have been fatal. She thrived with repeated
medical treatments and high quality food. She was
successfully released in early spring.

We overwintered three gray tree frogs who hitchhiked on
outdoor planters that were brought indoors for the winter.
We also cared for three leopard frogs, who were found almost
frozen at the bottom of a man-made pond.

Two eastern grey squirrels were seen falling off a roof into a
garbage can. While dehydrated and emaciated, they are now
doing fine after fluid therapy and some TLC. If squirrels are
orphaned, they begin falling from the nest after a few days
and often follow people looking for help.

(613) 258-9480

This orphaned raccoon was found alone on a set of train
tracks. With no mom in sight, the baby was brought in for
treatment and was gradually introduced to formula.

We overwintered six snapper hatchlings. Three were found on
a driveway and three in somebody’s pool. All were found in
early winter, too late for them to return to hibernate in the

environment.
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Foster Program

Through the help of funding from the Community Foundation of Ottawa, RVWS started a full foster program in 2016. It creates a unique
opportunity for foster volunteers to raise orphaned wildlife in their own
homes like we do in the centre. RVWS provides fosters with supplies,
training, oversight and ongoing support.

Foster volunteers enable us to admit more orphans than would
otherwise be possible, giving more wildlife a chance at survival.

By housing animals in a room not used by the household, fosters are also
able to provide one-on-one specialized care and a quiet environment for
sensitive species, such as cottontail rabbits.

If you would like to join our foster program, please visit our website at
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/volunteer2/foster-

caregiver/.

Wildlife Spotlight: Red
Squirrel

Red squirrels vary in colour from olive red to rusty brown and have a
pale underbelly. They have distinct white circles around their eyes and
a black triangle on their nose.

The natural diet of the red squirrel consists of pine cones, insects,
seeds, bark, nuts, fruit, wild berries, fungi, buds, conifer seeds, mice,
and eggs. Red squirrels are hoarders - they gather nuts and seeds, and
store them in middens. Red squirrels are active during the day and do
not hibernate. They have litters in spring and again in late summer.

While red squirrels are tree dwellers, they often make nests in the most
unusual places. These red squirrels were found in a cable box but the
finder didn’t give the mom a chance to move them. The photos show
their progression from 1-week to 3-weeks old.

We had another call about a nest in a car engine. The finder was more concerned about the
babies than the state of her Jaguar! The mom successfully moved all of the babies within an
hour.

At right is a photo of my very own bbq. The intricacy of the nest was fascinating—woven dried
grass mixed with fresh moss, bits of stuffing and paper, leaves and string. Needless to say, I
won’t be barbequing anytime soon©

Given the chance, mother squirrels, reds especially, will almost always move babies to a backup
nest. There are easy ways to encourage momma to move her babies so please call us for advice
if the nest is in an inconvenient spot.
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Spring Wildlife Tips

In many cases, it is intuitive that a wild animal needs help—
a baby squirrel is following people, a baby is injured after
falling out of a tree, a turtle is hit by a car, or a wild
mammal has been handled by a dog or cat.

In other cases, it’s not as obvious—someone comes across a
nest of baby rabbits while mowing the lawn, a nest of baby
squirrels is discovered in a shed, or groundhogs made a
burrow under a deck. Do these animals need our help?

Visit our website at www.rideauwildlife.org for extensive
information on the following and other topics:

e Why live-trapping is NOT humane!

e Isthis animal really orphaned?

e  Common situations with wildlife babies by species
¢  When does a wild mammal need rescuing?

¢ What to do when wildlife needs rescuing

e Preventing wildlife conflicts

¢  Understanding animal denning behaviour

e  Using deterrents to humanely evict wildlife

e Animal-proofing your home

¢  Choosing an animal control company

FOUND A NEST OF

* Mother rabbits stay away from the nest on purpose and
only feed babies at dawn and dusk

* Baby rabbits do poorly in captivity so please let momma
raise them

e |f there are no signs of illness or injury, leave them alone

e Put twigs on the nest to see if momma is coming back

* Babies are independent at 3-4 wks old, about the size of
an apple, and will leave the nest on their own

IF TWIGS

Release Sites Needed

Do you have a suburban or rural property that you can share with our
furry friends?

Finding suitable release sites on private property is about the hardest
part of the job.

If interested, please call us at 613-258-9480 or complete the Release
Caregiver application form on our website at
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/volunteer2/
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Wildlife Intern Program

Volunteer rehabilitation interns play a critical role in helping to care for
injured and orphaned wildlife, and release them back to the wild. Many of
our past interns have gone on to become staff at RVWS, veterinary

technicians and veterinarians.

Wildlife rehabilitation is a rewarding experience, with the majority of an
intern’s time spent on direct animal care. Interns work full-time for a term of
3 to 7 months between April and October. They also learn about many
aspects of wildlife rehabilitation, such as natural history and behaviour,
animal health and nutrition, diagnostic procedures, fluid therapy, medicine

administration, environmental enrichment, release criteria and
human/wildlife conflict resolution.

To apply, visit our website at http://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/wildlife-rehabilitation-intern-program/.
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NAME
ADDRESS PROV PC
TELEPHONE DATE

EMAIL (OPTIONAL)

Sign me up for e-news, full of updates, photos and tips. We will never share
or sell your contact information with anyone.

Prefer to donate online? Visit www.rideauwildlife.org
Have questions or need help? Email info@rideauwildlife.org or call 613-258-9480

Tax receipts are mailed at the end of the calendar year or earlier upon request.

Our Wishlist

o dish towels, receiving blankets, fleece, large towels,
pillow cases

o striped sunflower seeds

e nuts in shell (almonds, filberts, walnuts)

e fruits (apples, bananas, grapes, berries)

e vegetables (yams, broccoli, corn, greens)

e large plastic rabbit cages

e large tip-proof pet food crocks

e syringes and needles (all sizes)

e crazy glue, 5-minute epoxy

e remote webcam system

[V Yes, | would like to help injured and orphaned wildlife!

Please accept my []single gift [_]monthly gift (credit card only)

[ s100 [ ss0 [ s20 [] other$
[ cash [] cheque [ credit card

CARD NUMBER EXPIRY

NAME ON CARD

SIGNATURE

THANK YOU for making a difference and giving wildlife a second chance!
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