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Thankful for You

In this season of gratitude, I am grateful for each person who plays a
part in rehabilitating the injured and orphaned wildlife that come
through our doors. From those who find the animals and alert us, to our
wonderful staff and volunteers, to the amazing donors. The
compassion and strength of our community is incredible.

—

On the following pages, you’ll read about the wildlife patients you've
helped save. Each animal has their own unique healing journey. Like
these raccoons, pictured, affectionately called the ‘burn babies’ - who
were the talk of the rehab centre for weeks.

In late spring, homeowners lit a One of the rescued

fire in the fireplace and heard 'burn babies'
screaming noises moments later.

\ They opened the flue and out tumbled four very young raccoon babies
‘ from the chimney. They all suffered burns to their sensitive footpads

\ and claws, some noses and two had singed ears. Unfortunately, the

| smallest and most injured raccoon didn’t make it.

1
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. But the other three had a chance. We gave them fluids and pain

. medication, and treated their wounds several times a day. Their

\ footpads healed within weeks but the ear wounds needed extra care.

o ‘\ We were thrilled to be able to introduce them to other raccoons; move
\1 them to a large outdoor enclosure and release them all together in late

= fall. Success stories like this are made possible by donors like

A happy and healed raccoon, you.
ready for release

Your holiday gift will be doubled! 3832'—5

I'm excited to share that several generous supporters have pledged to

MATCH YOUR DONATION, up to $10,000. P.S. Your special year-end Eﬁgifu‘,’;,?f;ﬁ[";f’jl
donation will provide the life-saving care that injured and orphaned wildlife pilbro H
need to get back home to a life in the wild and thrive. Please send your : \b ot "U,
special holiday gift as soon as you can. Thank you! |ty f{}

www.rideauwildlife.org/donate



www.rideauwildlife.org

Wildlife Patients You've Helped Save

(613) 258-9480

Through the year, your donations have helped us to care for more than 750 injured and

orphaned wildlife.

This skunk was
found next to
her dead
mother on the
road. Its
siblings were
found the next
day. All of them
thrived and
were released
in late summer.

This orphaned
raccoon was found
on the road beside
her mom, who had
unfortunately
been hit by a car.
The mother was
likely moving the
baby to a different
nest.

This baby red
squirrel was
found alone and
trembling in a
daycare
playground and
started
approaching the
children, a sure
sign that it was
orphaned. They
follow people,
pets and even
cars looking for

This chipmunk was found alone in someone’s yard. It
was covered in flies and maggots, a sure sign that it
was orphaned. With fluid therapy and anti-parasitic
medication, she was stable in a few days.

We received
many single
groundhog
babies this
year. Most were
found in
people’s yards
or on the side
of the road. If
you see babies
out of the
burrow
without mom,
they likely need
rescuing.

help.

Some of these
eastern grey
squirrels were
found in a
skateboard park
parking lot, with no
mother or trees in
sight. They started
following a group of
girls and tried to
climb into their car!
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This weasel
was caught by
a cat. He
required some
wound care
and antibiotics
to prevent
infection. He
pulled through
and was
released in
late summer.

A mother eastern
cottontail rabbit
leaves the nest
during the day.
She returns at
dusk and dawn to
nurse the
bunnies so it is
normal to never
see the mother. If
you find a nest
call us for advice.

An animal control
company excluded
an adult raccoon
but didn’t check for
babies. After
hearing screaming,
the homeowners
found one baby
dead and two
others in bad shape
but they survived
with round-the-
clock care.

These baby skunks were found without a mom by
children in a school playground. Skunks often take
older babies out for walks at night. If you see a group of
baby skunks at night, observe them from a distance to
see if the mother is with them. If you find baby skunks
out during the day without mom, they are usually
orphaned and need rescuing.

This adult fox
was hit by a car
south of
Manotick.
Luckily, there
were no broken
bones but she
had severe head
trauma affecting
her mobility,
sight and
hearing. She
fully recovered
over the course
of three weeks.

This Blanding’s turtle was one of several overwintering
hatchlings who were found too late in the year to be
released. All were released when the weather was
warm enough this spring. All turtle species in Ontario
are now at risk so saving turtles is a true conservation
effort.
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A note from Judy, a RVWS
community member

“I remember my first contact with Rideau Valley Wildlife
Sanctuary many years ago. It was in spring, when I heard
something moving about in my attic. I looked online for
information - not for an exterminator - and was given
excellent advice during a phone consultation with RVWS.

Weeks later, once the mother squirrel took her babies out
and we sealed their entry point the problem was solved

without doing any harm to the family. Since then, I've had
many wildlife encounters for which I turned to RVWS.

Living close to the greenbelt and being observant to
wildlife, we've had situations arise where an animal clearly
needed assistance.

When I notice an animal in need it's a great comfort to

know that I have somewhere to turn. My husband and I When | see an animal in distress, |

try to support RVWS in any way that we can... even quickly call and consult with Linda or
something as simple as picking up an animal cage left on the a member of the RVWS team and we
curb for garbage pick up for use at RVWS gives us a feeling work together to decide on the best

of satisfaction. course of action to help the creature.

In the increasingly desperate reality for wildlife it truly bt

helps to know there are ways we can make small
differences.”

- Judy MacDonald, Proud supporter of RVWS

Order your 2023 Calendar Today!

Each month features wildlife in our care this year, their
stories and fun facts. At only $25 each ($22 each for 4 or
more calendars) plus postage, they make the perfect gift for
the animal-lover on your Christmas list and all proceeds go
towards the care of wildlife in need. Be sure to order early
as we sell out every year! Shipping begins in late-
November.

Prices and ordering is through Paypal at
www.rideauwildlife.org/calendar. You can also send an
email or e-transfer to info@rideauwildlife.org or a cheque to
P.O. Box 266, North Gower ON, KOA 2T0. We're sorry, but we
cannot take telephone orders this year.
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Atlas’ Road to Recovery

Atlas, a red fox kit, came to us as an orphan with a
severe case of mange as seen by the flaking, crusty
skin. He was also dangerously thin and dehydrated,
and very small for his age. He received his first
dose of medication to treat mange, and three times
daily fluids for several days. We had to gradually
introduce reduced-strength formula and watered-
down canned food. Atlas remained lethargic and
weak for several days before he started to gain
strength and much-needed weight. By day six, most
of the crust was gone, taking the fur along with it.

By day 12, his fur had already
begun to grow in. We decided he
was healthy enough to introduce
him to two other foxes from the
same area. We watched closely
through the one-way viewing
window and were delighted to
see the interactions.

Even though he was still much
smaller than the other two, he
delighted in being around other
foxes. He jumped on them to
initiate play and held his own
when wrestling with them.
Within a few more weeks, he

caught up in size. You would Your donation provides:
never have known that he was in expert, round-the-clock care,
such bad condition when he hutritious food and formt.ﬂa,
arrived. veterinary care and supplies,
medications to treat disea.ses
See the next page for more and pain to help wildlife like

information on mange. Atlas.
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Leaving a Legacy for the
Animals

Generosity comes in many forms, and leaving a
gift in your will is a way to support important
causes that matter the most in your life.

You can leave a piece of property, securities,
cash, or even a percentage of your estate. Your
estate will receive a charitable tax receipt that
can lower or even eliminate estate taxes.

You can create your own legacy with a bequest,
charitable gift or another form of planned
giving, and know that your gift will create a
healthy future for wildlife. More info at
www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/other-

ways-to-give

United Way Campaign

B3 Rideau valle

WILDLIFE SANCTUAR
P.O. Box 266

North Gower, ON KoA 2To

NAME

ADDRESS CITY

POSTAL CODE TELEPHONE (Optional)

EMAIL (For tax receipt)

d Sign me up for e-news, full of wildlife updates, photos and tips. We never
share or sell your contact information.

Prefer to donate online? Visit www.rideauwildlife.org/donate

™~

Join our Team!

RVWS is seeking an experienced, enthusiastic
Operations Manager to lead and grow all aspects of
wildlife rehabilitation operations and related services.

We are also recruiting for 2023 summer student
positions, and volunteer positions such as full-time
interns, co-op and field placements, animal care
assistants and more.

Visit www.rideauwildlife.org/jobs for details.

Please MATCH my holiday gift for wildlife and
DOUBLE MY IMPACT!

Please acceptmy [ single gift (J monthly gift (credit card only)

(J s100 350 %25 O other$ __
O cash O cheque [ credit card

/
CARD NUMBER EXPIRY DATE

SIGNATURE

THANKYOU ror making a difference and giving wildlife a second chance!
Tax receipts are issued at year-end for donations of $20 and more. Charity registration # 82731 7744 RR0O0O01.
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