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Fierce Mama Reunited with 
Babies 
In early April, we received a call about a raccoon with 
what appeared to be a plastic ring around her body, 
constricting her belly.  
An animal control company had been called to a home. 
They sealed up the entrance to the attic, then set a trap 
for the raccoon - and said there were no babies in there.  
 
We took the adult raccoon to the vet, who then sedated 
and examined her. Luckily, she had managed to remove 
whatever was constricting her and the wound was 
healing. During the examination, though, the vets 

confirmed that the raccoon wasn’t pregnant but was a nursing 
mother. 
 
While we don’t have a rescue service, we were certain that there were 
babies in the attic too. We sent in two of our experienced staff to rescue 
them. And indeed, there were four newborn babies in the attic who 
would have suffered a painful death from starvation had they not been 
rescued.  
 
This case is the perfect example of an animal control company that 
does not provide humane services; and why it’s so important to safely 
solve wildlife problems and to hire a reputable, humane animal control 
company.  
 
It was incredible to see mom reunited with her babies. She immediately grabbed all of them and 
moved them to the back of the carrier.  The babies started nursing straightaway.  
 
She was such a good mom, that we snuck in two more 
orphaned babies that had just been admitted – and 
she adopted them also. Mama raccoon and babies are 
now ready for an outdoor soft release cage, where she 
will move them one-by-one to a nest in the wild. 
 
Please consider making a donation today to help 
injured and orphaned wildlife.  Thank you for 
making a difference - we wish you a wonderful 
summer!  

How Your Donation Helps 
Your donation is critical to rehabilitating 
injured and orphaned wildlife so that they can 
grow and thrive. Your gift is put to good use in 
the following ways:  
 Providing expert, round-the-clock care 
 Nutritious food and formula 
 Veterinary care and supplies 
 Medications to treat diseases and pain 
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Wildlife Patients You’ve Helped Save 
 

Through the spring, your donations have helped us to  
care for more than 450 injured and orphaned wildlife. 
 
  

These five newborn 
skunks were orphaned 
by homeowners who 
trapped and relocated 
a mother skunk. They 
ripped up the 
floorboards once they 
realized their mistake 
and discovered the 
babies. 

A family of red foxes were denning on a 
rural property under a shed. The 
homeowners were happy to share their 
property with these beautiful creatures. 
However, one day, the mom and several 
babies were gone. A few days later, two 
babies started emerging from the den and 
began following the family dog, also a sure 
sign that they were orphaned.  
 

 

This baby chipmunk, 
just starting to grow 
fur, was found alone on 
a road. Mother 
chipmunks never let 
babies out of the 
burrow until 4-6 weeks 
old, so this baby was 
definitely orphaned, 
likely taken from the 
nest by another animal. 

This lucky eastern grey squirrel (they 
come in three colours—grey, brown 
with gold tips, and jet black) was 
found on the 417 centre-line east of 
Ottawa after a truck straddled it on the 
road. The car following the truck 
stopped to rescue the baby. She is 
doing fine with a new set of buddies. 

This single raccoon 
was found screaming, 
a few days after the 
mother moved the 
rest of the babies to a 
different nest, leaving 
her orphaned.  

This baby 
groundhog was 
found at night in the 
middle of a busy, 
high-speed road. If 
you see a baby 
groundhog alone, it 
needs rescuing. 
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Over 1,200 wildlife were admitted to 
the Sanctuary last year 

An animal’s length of stay with RVWS depends on several factors 
such as, the extent of its injuries, weight, age, and response to care.  

The Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary was founded in 2005 and is 
the largest wild mammal and reptile rehabilitation centre serving 
much of Eastern Ontario. The Sanctuary has treated more than 
12,000 animals since 2005 and now admits more than 1,200 every 
year. 

More than 90% of wildlife are injured or orphaned because of 
human activities. Mothers are accidentally killed by cars, or illegally 
trapped and relocated, leaving behind starving orphaned babies. 
Animals can also be injured by cats and dogs, and even human 
cruelty.  

To provide care for injured and orphaned wildlife, the Sanctuary 
relies entirely on grants and donations from people like you!  

It takes a village to care for the wildlife at the Sanctuary. We are grateful 
to the rescuers, volunteers, interns and summer students (pictured 
above) who tirelessly dedicate their time to help animals in need. We are 
open from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. (and longer), every day of the week.   
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Why Live Trapping is Not 
Humane 
 
Although once a popular answer to wildlife problems, live-trapping 
and relocating wildlife is no longer considered a humane solution.  
 
Here are some reasons why trapping and relocating wildlife is not a 
solution. 
 

• in Ontario, it is illegal to relocate wildlife more than 1 km 
• trapping and relocating adults may leave babies behind to die from starvation and dehydration 
• relocated wildlife often do not survive because of competition with native wildlife and the inability to 

find appropriate nesting places, food and water 
• animals can suffer stress, injuries and even death trying to escape from traps 
• baited traps can attract domestic pets or untargeted wildlife (skunks!) 
• relocated wildlife can spread diseases and parasites to other areas 
• removing animals will just create vacant territory for other wildlife to move in 

 
Instead of trapping and relocating, please read the tips below and contact us for advice. 

 

Solving Wildlife Problems 
 
 Do you have raccoons in the chimney, squirrels in the attic or skunks 
under your porch? During the spring, urban wildlife seek out suitable 
den sites to give birth and raise their young. While this may seem 
alarming, it usually is a temporary situation. Most mammals give birth 
between March and June and some species again in late summer or 
early fall.  
 
Evicting wildlife at the wrong time or using the wrong method can 
mean that orphaned wildlife are left behind—a situation we want to 
prevent because nobody can raise a baby animal better than its wild 
mother.  
 
RVWS can help you with your wildlife problem, save you hundreds of 
dollars hiring an animal control company, and provide cost-effective, 

humane and simple ways to permanently solve these issues. 
 
There are many ways to prevent and address this challenge without disturbing the animals. They’re pretty 
smart and will move to a back-up nest in the environment if they or their babies are disturbed.  
 
Most cases are unique so we will work with you on your specific problem and situation. It’s best to 
begin by emailing info@rideauwildlife.org with detailed information on your problem, your phone 
number and photos. 
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What is the Humane Solution? 
If you cannot wait for mothers to relocate their nest in mid-
summer, you can use deterrents to encourage wildlife to move out 
on their own. The idea is to turn their dark, quiet, safe den into one 
that is inhospitable so that the mother will begin to move her 
young to a back-up nest. To do this, use three basic techniques 
(use all three at the same time): 
 

• Noise – Place a battery-powered radio tuned to a talk 
station in the area 

• Light – Place a trouble light in the area as close as possible 
to the nest 

• Odors – Sprinkle ammonia (available at grocery stores) on 
rags. Tie the rags into the size of a tennis ball, or put them 
in an empty margarine container with holes in the lid, and throw them close to the nest. Do not use 
moth balls as they are toxic. 

 

For animals nesting under a deck or shed: 
 

• do not block the entryway as you will trap animals inside 
• keep the area well mowed to prevent hiding spots  
• dig the hole a little bigger to imitate a predator 
• use smells to imitate a predator (call us for advice first)  
• put a crumpled piece of newspaper in the hole—if the paper has not moved in two days, the animals 

have moved out and it’s safe to block or repair the entry to prevent other animals from moving in. 
 

Be persistent and imaginative, but patient and kind. If a wild mother’s den is turned into an unsafe 
environment, she almost always relocates her babies in a few days. Email us for advice! 
 
Choosing an animal control company 
While most wildlife situations can be solved easily and cost- 
effectively using humane eviction techniques, there may be 
times where you need professional help with wildlife removal 
or to animal-proof your home. 
 

There are wildlife control companies that practice a humane 
approach to wildlife services and, on the opposite side of the 
coin, those who do not understand the law or do not take the 
best interest of the animal, or the client, into consideration. 
 

Reputable and humane animal control companies never 
relocate wildlife, and will remove the babies to a temporary 
nest close to where they’re found to give mom the chance to 
move them to a back-up nest. For raccoons, they will use a 
heated box so the babies stay warm while momma moves the 
babies. 
 

Find more information at: 
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/wildlife-conflicts/choosing-
an-animal-control-company/  
  

Leaving a Legacy for 
the Animals 
 
Generosity comes in many forms, and 
leaving a gift in your will is a way to 
support important causes that matter 
the most in your life.  
 
You can leave a piece of property, 
securities, cash, or even a percentage of 
your estate. Your estate will receive a 
charitable tax receipt that can lower 
or even eliminate estate taxes. 
 
You can create your own legacy with a 
bequest, charitable gift or another form 
of planned giving, and know that your 
gift will create a healthy future for 
wildlife. More info at 
www.rideauwildlife.org/donate 

https://www.rideauwildlife.org/wildlife-conflicts/choosing-an-animal-control-company/
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/wildlife-conflicts/choosing-an-animal-control-company/
http://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate
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More ways you can help wildlife 
 

Release Sites Needed 
Do you have a suburban or rural property that you can share with 
wildlife? Squirrels and their nesting box need to be released in a 
backyard that has a tree with no existing squirrel nests, and not 
close to busy roads. Larger animals like raccoons and skunks need 
to be released on large acreages in rural areas.  
 
To help, please email info@rideauwildlife.org or complete the 
Release Caregiver Application Form on our website: 
www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/volunteer2/. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Celebrating Birthdays with 
Impact 
 
Inspired by her life-long passion to help animals, 
the #BettyWhiteChallenge honoured her legacy 
by encouraging fans and fellow animal lovers to 
donate $5 or more to an animal organization in 
her name.  
 
And, on what would have been Betty White’s 
100th birthday, on January 17th, you raised 
$4,000 to help injured and orphaned wildlife! 
Thank you to Betty and everyone who honoured 
her legacy.  

 

You, too, can create your own birthday fundraiser 
for RVWS. Using the easy tool through Facebook 
or Canada Helps, you can invite your friends or 
family to make a donation in your name. All of 
the donations will benefit wildlife in need of care. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥ linens: dish towels, receiving 
blankets, fleece, large towels, pillow 
cases (no pillows or blankets please) 

♥ paper towels and tissues 
♥ laundry detergent and bleach 
♥ striped sunflower seeds 
♥ nuts in shell (almonds, filberts, 

walnuts) 
♥ fruit (apples, bananas, grapes, 

berries) 
♥ vegetables (yams, broccoli, corn, 

greens) 
♥ large plastic rabbit cages 
♥ x-large pet carriers 
♥ large tip-proof pet food crocks 
♥ printing services 
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