
 

 Newsletter 
Summer 2023 

 

   

 

Summer Update 
Summer is officially here, but what an odd spring it was! Normally, 
we receive our first squirrels about March 15 (last year was March 
3), but this year was almost a full month late. Most rehabbers 
across the province also experienced a late season.  
 
To date, we have admitted close to 500 animals. Late spring babies 
are still arriving, and we expect an early fall birthing season as 
long as the nut, seed and fruit crops are plentiful this year.  
 
While life is settling back to normal, RVWS is still facing some 
challenges from Covid-19. The labour shortage and competitive 
wages particularly affects small charities like RVWS. Since Covid-
19 began in 2020, RVWS has had to cancel its major fundraising 
event—the Annual Open House in June—which typically attracts 
1,500 people. RVWS is still mandated by the government to practice Covid safety protocols to prevent the transfer of 
Covid to wildlife, and avoid the creation of possible reservoirs and new variants in the environment. So, our Open 
House fundraiser remains paused for the near future. 
 
But we have a network of supporters like you, who generously give wildlife a second chance at life in the wild. We hope 
we can count on you for your continued support. Please consider making a donation today to help injured and 
orphaned wildlife. As you probably know, RVWS receives no government funding and relies entirely on grants and 
donations to continue its work. You can make a donation online at https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/ or use the 
enclosed donation form. We wish you a wonderful summer.  

  

 

Where your Money Goes 
As a non-profit charity, Rideau Valley receives no 
government funding to assist in the rehabilitation 
of wildlife. Donations play a critical role in 
assisting the animals in our care. Your donation 
goes towards: 
 
 expert care 365 days per year 
 specialty formula 
 nutritious food  
 veterinary care 
 medications and veterinary supplies 
 appropriate housing and enrichment 

https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/
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Wildlife Patients You’ve Helped Save 
 

So far this year, your donations have helped us to care for almost 500 injured and orphaned wildlife. Your 
generosity is a true lifeline for the animals. Our job wouldn’t be possible without the kindness of people who find 
and rescue them. Thank you! 
 

 
A bald skunk was reported by several people on 
neighbouring streets. Luckily, he was captured so we could 
treat his severe case of mange. He’ll need successive 
treatments but his fur is already growing back.  

 
This cottontail was 
found in an empty 
community pool, 
unable to get out 
on its own. He 
required a quick 
stay before he was 
released in a more 
suitable habitat.  
 
 

This chipmunk was caught by a cat. He required antibiotics 
to prevent infection from bacteria in the cat’s saliva. It also 
had a head tilt, which was fixed by an osteopath!  

Baby red squirrels 
were seen crawling 
out of a wood pile and 
cuddling with a 
homeowner’s cat. 
Orphans will follow 
people, pets and even 
cars looking or help, a 
sure sign they are 
orphaned.  

 
When two young 
raccoons approached 
a resident and started 
climbing her legs, she 
knew they needed 
help. They now have 
several siblings to 
form a litter and will 
be released in early 
fall.   
 

 
This adult porcupine 
was brought in with a 
wound on its back, 
some lost quills, and 
an eye infection. He 
only required a short 
stay until he healed 
up and was released 
back home.  
 
 
 

After the mother was hit 
by a vehicle, four 
juvenile groundhogs 
were orphaned. A 
neighbour knew where 
the burrow was and 
rescued all four babies 
over the course of 
several days.  
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This painted hatchling 
was discovered in 
early spring. At less 
than 4 grams, it was 
not able to move 
three of its limbs. 
With physiotherapy 
(really!), it gradually 
regained use of all 
limbs and was able to 
swim. 
 

This young skunk is one of seven whose mother was shot by 
a homeowner. A kind neighbour rescued the babies.  
 
 
This is one of two 
red squirrels who 
were found alone 
on a driveway 
and approached 
the homeowners 
for help, a sure 
sign that they 
were orphaned. 
 
 

Two raccoons 
were found alone 
in the middle of a 
farmer’s field that 
was about to be 
plowed. They 
were covered in 
fleas, with no trees 
or other raccoons 
nearby.  
 

Two baby groundhogs were found orphaned after their 
mother was killed by a dog. They are now enjoying a large 
outdoor enclosure with other buddies. 

This chipmunk was found in the middle of a driveway. Mom 
would never let babies this young out of the burrow so they 
always needs rescuing. 

 
Most of our big brown bat patients arrive in winter. They 
wake up from hibernation and somehow find their way into 
buildings. Once they reach a healthy weight, we occasionally 
put them back into hibernation until spring release
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Wildlife Release Sites Needed! 
We are looking for wildlife release sites! Watch and learn about animal behaviour 
as they integrate back into their natural environment. Squirrels come in a nesting 
box that you place about 10’ high on a tree trunk in your backyard. Squirrels may 
use their nesting box for a few days or weeks, or start building their own natural 
nest right away. In most cases, the squirrels disperse in a matter of weeks. Larger 
animals like raccoons and skunks need to be released on large acreages in rural 
areas. If you have a suburban or rural property that you think may be suitable for 
wildlife, we would love to hear from you.  For more details, send an email to 
info@rideauwildlife.org or visit https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-
involved/volunteer2/release-site-provider/  
 

 

Squirrel Baby Season Coming Soon 
Normally, eastern grey and red squirrels will have a second litter of babies that 
starts in August. If you find a baby squirrel with any of the following signs, it 
needs rescuing:  
 
• follows or approaches people, pets or even cars 
• doesn't run away, appears friendly or acts unafraid 
• is alone for hours at a time 
• is injured 
• a cat was involved 
 
Please bring it indoors, keep it in a box with pop bottle filled with hot water and, 
if eyes open, give it cut-up fruit (nothing else). If it doesn't show any of the above 
signs or you recently excluded a mother squirrel, it might be possible to reunite 
the baby with its mother. See more details at 
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/help/babies/squirrels.  

  
If you find a baby or have any questions, please email us at info@rideauwildlife.org with a photo of the baby, 
neighbourhood where you found it, a description of how you found it and your phone number. 
 

 

Our Team 
We couldn't continue our work without the tireless dedication of 
our board, staff, summer students, interns and volunteers. We’re a 
small but mighty team! Interns, staff and weekly volunteers provide 
direct care of the animals. Other summer staff support office 
administration, outreach, fundraising and marketing. Other 
volunteers serve in various roles, such as drivers, foster caregivers, 
release site providers, handypersons, nesting box builders and 
more. Pictured here are some of our interns and summer staff. We 
can't thank everyone enough!!  

 

 

mailto:info@rideauwildlife.org
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/volunteer2/release-site-provider/
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/get-involved/volunteer2/release-site-provider/
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Rosie the Raccoon 
Rosie, an adult raccoon, was found lying motionless in a residential 
backyard. She presented with neurological problems, including periodic 
but mild seizures that required medication to alleviate pain and 
discomfort. She also required fluid therapy for dehydration. Her mobility 
was most affected, appearing drunk through hind end weakness and 
instability, but x-rays showed no physical injuries. Her behaviour was 
abnormal as she showed no fear of humans.   
 
All of these symptoms, especially the odd behaviour, suggested canine 
distemper, a cruel viral disease that affects the nervous system. It is 
progressive with no cure. There is no reliable laboratory test for distemper. 
Since she wasn’t exhibiting other clinical signs of the disease, we decided 
to give her some time.   
 
Slowly, Rosie began to heal and improve. With the run of a big room, she 
became more active and her mobility began to improve. Gradually, we 
added bigger climbing structures. Most importantly, she started to show 

normal fear and aggression. None of this would be possible if she had distemper so we suspect it was head trauma. 
After about six weeks, she had full mobility, climbing trees with ease. She tried her best to escape the room and did a 
bit of damage in the process (we call it “re-decorating”). Showing no clinical signs of distemper or neurological 
problems, and thanks to your help, Rosie was given a second chance at life in the wild. 

 

Logan the Fisher  
It is extremely rare for a fisher to be admitted into any wildlife 
centre as it’s such an elusive creature. In Logan’s case, a woman 
got out of her car to check on an animal on the road and it 
immediately ran up to her. She found the deceased mother 
further along the highway. Logan was in bad shape when he 
arrived—he collapsed a few times and required immediate fluid 
therapy and around-the-clock care.  
 

Fishers are naturally timid animals who avoid human 
interaction. They prefer heavily canopied forests and often 
shelter in hollow trees, rock crevices, or dens of other 
animals. They have keen senses and are extremely agile, 
making them an effective predators. Fishers are omnivores 
who primarily eat mammals and birds. They are skilled at 
preying upon porcupines. They will also forage for insects, 
nuts, berries, and mushrooms to supplement their diet. 
Despite their name, fishers do not typically eat fish! While, 
fishers can prey upon small pets, this is not typical 
behaviour. But, they are opportunistic feeders like any wild 
carnivore.   
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Connect with Us 
Have you signed up for our E-news? Every few 
months we send out an e-newsletter straight to your 
inbox. You can choose to receive the Rideau Valley 
Wildlife Sanctuary's e-news by email or print 
newsletter by mail, or both since they contain 
different information! Sign up today on our website 
at https://www.rideauwildlife.org/sign-up/  
 
Or follow us on social media: 
https://www.facebook.com/RideauValleyWildlifeSanctuary 
https://www.instagram.com/rideauvalleywildlifesanctuary/  

Our Wishlist 
o all sizes of towels, receiving blankets, fleece, 

pillow cases 
o facial tissues, paper towels 
o scrubs (new or used) 
o striped sunflower seeds 
o nuts in shell (almonds, filberts, walnuts) 
o fruits (apples, bananas, berries) 
o fish, crickets, earthworms and mealworms 
o natural foods (black walnuts, acorns, green 

pinecones) 
o large plastic rabbit cages 
o small rodent cages 
o large tip-proof pet food dishes 
o syringes and needles (all sizes) 
o printing services 

Donate Securities and Save on Tax 
If you plan to donate $500 or more, you can donate 
securities, including stocks, bonds, and mutual funds. 
By donating securities directly to a charity, as 
opposed to selling them and donating the proceeds, 
the capital gains tax is eliminated. This means more 
money for the charity and a greater charitable tax 
credit for you. You receive a charitable tax receipt for 
the full market value of the security upon completion 
of the sale. Now, you can donate directly from our 
website at   
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/donate/donate-
securities  
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